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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to NYWBA’s 75th
Anniversary Dinner, where we will
honor New York Supreme Court
Justice Sherry Klein Heitler with
The President’s Special Award.
NYWBA has had the privilege of
Justice Heitler’s active and produc-
tive participation on its Board for
many years, and we commend
Justice Heitler on her appointment
this year as Administrative Judge,

Civil Matters, New York County.

And what a year it has been for the advancement of women
at the U.S. Supreme Court!  We were thrilled with the addi-
tion last fall of our member Justice Sonia Sotomayor and
are ecstatic to see our highest court possibly reach 30%
women months soon.  This evening we reflect on the
remarkable women who dared to forge ahead in this pro-
fession as we redouble our commitment and efforts to con-
tinue the mission of NYWBA.  It is with sadness that a
dynamic woman who started it all for NYWBA and countless
others, Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, NYWBA Founder,
Past President and Benefactor, cannot be with us this
evening leading the charge into the next 75 years.  Judge
Sheintag was long admired for her strength, intellect,
resourcefulness, and determination.  We pay tribute to her
legacy this evening and appreciate how she has enriched
the Association and its mission for years to come.  

This past year has been a turning point in our history.  While
2009 presented the worst economic downturn in our nation-
al economy in nearly three decades, NYWBA membership
increased to its highest level yet.  Many factors contributed
to our growth, including revitalizing our Mentoring Circles
program, updating our logo and online presence (thank you
Publicity Co-Chair Tamara Lannin for getting us on Linked-
In and Facebook), investing in improved technical capabili-
ties to accept electronic payments, manage responses,
process renewals, and communicate with our membership
in a professional format.  As any lawyer can appreciate,
introducing new processes and new software in your organ-
ization is a necessary but painful process.  Introducing this
all within the space of months in a volunteer organization
transitioning to a new Executive Director and a new
Treasurer was downright risky business.  I appreciate your
patience as we worked through the implementation
process.  I and the Association are indebted to Past
President Elizabeth A. Bryson for taking on the responsibil-
ity of managing our technology improvements and to our
new Executive Director, Karen Lu, for being the personable,
professional, polite, productive and, above all, prompt front
office of NYWBA.

At our Annual Dinner last June, we honored Chief Judge of
the State of New York Jonathan Lippman, who was warmly
introduced by retired Chief Judge Judith Kaye.  Following
the dinner, an inspired $100,000 gift became a beacon for
the NYWBA Foundation Board.  Through the efforts of Vice
President Cathy Foti and Director Kay Marmorek, we also

held a food drive in June to benefit Food Bank for New York
City, with the kind participation and support of numerous
courthouses and law firms in Manhattan.  A “Virtual Food
Drive” was held contemporaneously for monetary dona-
tions.  The food drive surpassed all goals.

In July, NYWBA held its 14th annual program for summer
associates titled “What It’s Really Like to Practice Law as a
Woman,” co-sponsored by the New York City Bar.  Many
thanks to program leaders Cassandra Porter and Randy
Shapiro, Deputy General Counsel, Newsweek, who after-
wards accepted the role of Co-Chair of our Mentoring
Circles Program.  Our 15th annual summer program will be
held on June 23, 2010 at City Bar.  Sponsors for the recep-
tion that follows are always welcome.  

In August, NYWBA teamed up with the National Women’s
Basketball Association (as well as families and friends) for
Breast Health Awareness Night at Madison Square Garden.
The program was again organized by Director and Past
President Jo Ann Douglas.  Over the summer, Vice
President Cathy Foti assisted me in the selection of leaders
for the many committees of our Association, including the
two NEW committees established during my term:
Intellectual Property, led by Maria Palmese, and Privacy &
Cyberspace, led by Patrice Ettinger.  The team of Carla
Vogel and Annie Ugurlayan to chair our Newsletter
Committee may possibly have been the best executive
decision made this year.  Together with Allison Surcouf,
Beth Bryson, and Karen Lu, they have produced informa-
tive monthly newsletters with a regularity beyond compare.
Possibly as frequent as the Matrimonial & Family Law
Committee’s substantive monthly meetings, thanks to the
efforts of Co-Chairs Briana Denney, Sophie Jacobi, and
Judge Andrea Masley.  

In September, NYWBA Membership Committee Co-Chairs
Jessica Ventarola and Heather Leifer organized our annual
Membership Reception at the Skadden Arps firm, where we
were graced with remarks from the always inspiring former
New York Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye and a special pres-
entation by Family Court Director Jane Schrieber.  The spe-
cial ceremony for Justice Sotomayor at New York Supreme
Court with Chief Judge Lippman and Governor Patterson
was a momentous occasion in which we shared.

In October, NYWBA kicked off its highly praised Mentoring
Circles program at Newsweek with the formation of 10
groups of attorneys and law students to support and men-
tor each other.  Mentoring Circle Program Co-chairs Andrea
Vacca and Randy Shapiro rejuvenated the program estab-
lished by NYWBA in the 1990s. We co-sponsored the annu-
al JALBCA Symposium, which addressed the hot topic of
"Gene Patenting".  With the inspiration and assistance of
our Events Committee Chair Diana Browne, we enjoyed a
fun and informative wine tasting at the Sonnenshein firm
lead by "Women of the Vine" author Deborah Brenner and
a wardrobe networking cocktail party sponsored by Carlyle
Collection.  October is also when we said goodbye to our
beloved founder, Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, and reliv-
ed her dynamic life and legal career with NYWBA as smart-



ly summed up by Advisory Board member and Past President
Myrna Felder’s heartfelt eulogy. 

In November, we were oversubscribed for our CLE program
touring the New York County Civil Court, organized by our
CLE Coordinator Yacine Barry.  We were pleased to introduce
Judge Eileen Bransten in our "Lunch with a Judge" program
organized by Lisa Sokoloff.  NYWBA paid tribute to past pres-
ident Edith Fisch, the first female law professor in New York
State, who endowed the Columbia Law School’s law library
collection. A plaque at Columbia acknowledges her history
with NYWBA.  

In December, NYWBA Foundation, led by Foundation
President Karen Mitchell, hosted a breakfast with former Chief
Judge Judith Kaye not only speaking but demonstrating how
to "Turn Crisis into Opportunity".  NYWBA was also repre-
sented on the dais of the New York Women's Agenda annual
Star Breakfast, with Jane Fonda receiving the Eleanor
Guggenheimer Lifetime Achievement Award presented by
Gloria Steinem.  

In January, members enjoyed an interesting and insightful
“Lunch with a Judge” program – this time with Judge Barbara
Kapnick.  Our “Lunch with a Judge” programs have been
organized by Lisa Sokoloff with the assistance of Kathy
Lynch, Co-Chair of our Litigation Committee.  Gretchen
Schumann organized this year’s annual Judges Reception in
recognition of the newly elected, re-elected and appointed
judges of New York County, with special remarks by Chief
Judge Jonathan Lippman.  

In February, ADR Co-Cchairs Leona Beane and Andrea
Vacca produced a very well-received CLE program titled
“ADR in the Courts.”   NYWBA filled three tables to help cele-
brate WBASNY 30th Anniversary at the Water Club.  NYWBA
is proud to be a founding chapter of our statewide organiza-
tion of women’s bar associations, which continues to be a
loud voice on issues of importance to women.

In March, International Law & Practice Co-Chairs Rebecca
Hollis and Christa Bosch oversaw our sponsorship of  the
International Women’s Day Reception and showing of the
documentary “Courting Justice” held at the Court of
International Trade.  

In April, Elder Law Committee Co-Chairs Kay Marmorek and
Miriam Davidson organized a program addressing elder care
legal issues with the district attorney involved with the case
against Anthony Marshall and his attorney over the estate of
Brooke Astor.  Following our annual meeting, Myrna Felder
moderated a dynamic panel of clerks from the Appellate
Division First and Second Departments titled “Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Appellate Practice But Were
Afraid To Ask.”  This was the Fourth Annual CLE on Appellate
Practice, conceived of by Lisa Sokoloff.

In May, New York Law Journal published my comments on the
significance of the Southern District’s decision concerning the
patentability of gene-based inventions for its Law Day section.
Ethics Committee Co-Chairs Diana McShea and Honorable
Barbara Jaffe, along with Matrimonial & Family Law Co-
Chairs Briana Denney, Sophie Jacobi and Judge Andrea
Masley put on an illustrious CLE panel program entitled
“Litigating Under the New Ethics Rules: a Close Look at Rule

3.3 (Client Fraud) and Gender Bias in the Courthouse.”  The
Elder Law Committee organized another helpful program on
elder law issues, an important and growing practice area that
WBASNY plans to focus on this year.  NYWBA again spon-
sored the Annual Thurgood Marshall Junior Mock Trial
Program, the 13th Annual Program held in May.  We also par-
ticipated in the Caren Aronowitz Memorial Diversity Program
and Lunch held on June 4th in the Rotunda at 60 Centre Street
with the assistance of Membership Committee Co-Chairs.

At the annual WBASNY Convention in May, NYWBA Director
and incoming Delegate to WBASNY, Hon. Jacqueline W.
Silbermann, received the first annual Judith S. Kaye Access
to Justice Award with thunderous applause.  Judge
Silbermann had a transformative impact across our state
through her leadership in the court system as the former
Administrative Judge for Matrimonial Matters throughout New
York State.  In all of her many roles, Judge Silbermann has
demonstrated her professionalism, good will, and service to
the State of New York and we are privileged to have her tal-
ents steering our Association.  NYWBA Past President Teresa
Schiller was installed as WBASNY President-Elect for 2010-
2011 last month, and we look forward to a close working rela-
tionship with WBASNY and Teresa.  

Let’s continue to address the unmet legal needs of women
and children in Manhattan and beyond through the New York
Women’s Bar Association Foundation, a not-for-profit,
501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Gifts to the Foundation are
tax deductible.  Through the Ellerin Scholarship, the
Foundation funds judicial internships.  With its angel sponsor,
the Foundation established a $100,000 grant over five years
to the Feerick Center for Social Justice at Fordham Law
School.  I thank Karen Mitchell for her leadership of the
Foundation this year and wish her continued success in build-
ing the Foundation’s resources and impacting our community
in these important ways. 

Let’s continue the NYWBA tradition of providing mentoring,
networking, leadership and continuing legal education oppor-
tunities to advance the status of women in the legal profes-
sion.  Renew your membership in June and become active in
a committee and in a mentoring circle.  I thank incoming
President, Gretchen Beall Schumann, for her support and
wish her an eventful term filled with active members, quality
programs, and faithful friends.  I look forward to working on
the new IP committee and with WBASNY to honor women in
the federal judiciary in the coming year and also assist the
Attorney Emeritus program established by Chief Judge
Lippmann with pro bono training focused on the needs of
immigrant children with our Pro Bono Chair, Gail Kempler.
Let’s go!

DONNA M. PRAISS

New York Women’s Bar Association
President, 2009-2010
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Gretchen Beall Schumann

New York Women’s Bar Association

President 2010-2011

Gretchen Beall Schumann is a partner at
Cohen Hennessey Bienstock & Rabin P.C., a
law firm specializing in complex matrimonial
and family law matters, where she has prac-
ticed since 2001.  A frequent participant on
Continuing Legal Education panels, she has
lectured for the New York State Bar Association
on both procedural and substantive aspects of
the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, and
for the E. David Woycik Intensive Trial
Advocacy Program at Hofstra Law School.  In
2007, Ms. Beall Schumann co-authored an
article for the New York Law Journal called
“The Alienated Child” with NYWBA Past
President Harriet Newman Cohen.  

Ms. Beall Schumann has been serving as an
NYWBA Vice President, and she was formerly
the Association’s Treasurer from 2006 to 2009.
For two years, Ms. Beall Schumann served as
the Association's Delegate to the Women’s Bar
Association of the State of New York’s 
Domestic Violence Committee, and since
2009, she has been an NYWBA Director to the
WBASNY Board of Directors.  From 2005 until
2008, she served as Secretary of the New York
City Bar Committee on Children and the Law.
From 2004 to 2007, she served as Secretary of
the New York County Lawyers' Association
Matrimonial Law Section.  In 2005, Ms. Beall
Schumann, a former member of the Sanctuary
for Families Associates Committee, co-chaired
the Committee's Fall Benefit to raise funds to
meet the legal needs of victims of domestic
violence.  

Ms. Beall Schumann graduated from Cornell
Law School in 2001, where she was awarded
the Robert S. Pasley Memorial Prize for schol-
arship in the law and the arts, classics and
humanities, she remains active as an alumnus,
assuming the role of Class Agent for the Law
School's Development Office early in her prac-

tice.  Ms. Beall Schumann received her under-
graduate degree from Columbia University
(Columbia College, A.B. English) in 1998. 

Ms. Beall Schumann is admitted in New York
and New Jersey.   She currently resides in New
Jersey with her husband and infant son.

Ms. Beall Schumann is honored to serve as
the President of the NYWBA as it celebrates its
75th Anniversary and continues to strive for
and fulfill its stated goals  –  "improving the 
status of women in society, educating women
lawyers and assisting them in professional
development and advancement, and promot-
ing the fair and equal administration of justice."  



Carla P Vogel, Vice President

Carla P. Vogel is an Executive Director of Morgan Stanley Investment
Management (MSIM) and, as Head of Policies and Procedures (U.S.
Compliance), she oversees the development and implementation of policies
and procedures associated with MSIM’s institutional and retail asset manage-
ment business. She is also responsible for MSIM’s compliance risk assessment
and testing program, and compliance coverage of unit investment trust prod-

ucts, and MSIM’s dedicated distributors and transfer agent services. Prior to 2006, Carla was Of
Counsel at Clifford Chance LLP, Mayer Brown Rowe & Maw LLP and Dechert LLP.  She also was
associated with Battle Fowler LLP, representing asset management firms on a wide range of cor-
porate, securities, regulatory and compliance matters.  Carla previously served as Chair of the
NYWBA Working Mothers Committee and has been Co-Chair of the NYWBA Newsletter since
2009. From 2005 to 2008, she served as Board Trustee and Co-Chair of the Grant Committee for
the Upper Saddle River Educational Foundation.  From 1997 to 2006, she served as Legal
Counsel to the Saddle River Valley Jewish Community Organization, Inc, a non-profit 501(c)(3)
organization.  Carla is a graduate of the State University of New York at Albany and Pace
University School of Law. She resides in New Jersey, with her husband, David, her two teenage
sons, Brian and Matthew, and her two Welsh Corgis, Duke and Buddy.

Catherine M. Foti, Vice President

Catherine M. Foti is a Principal at Morvillo, Abramowitz, Grand, Iason, Anello &
Bohrer, P.C., a litigation firm concentrating in white collar criminal defense and
civil litigation.  Her practice encompasses problem-solving at the pretrial, trial
and appellate levels in both federal and state courts and before self-regulatory
organizations and administrative agencies.  Her clients have included Fortune
500 companies, smaller corporations and individuals in cases involving bank
fraud, securities fraud, health care fraud, political corruption, environmental crimes, employment
discrimination, sexual harassment and attorney disciplinary matters.  She was previously a Vice
President of this Association from May 2000 to May 2004, and assumed that position again in
2009.  She has been a member of its Board of Directors since 1998 and has co-chaired both its
Judiciary and Ethics Committees. Ms. Foti is listed in the publication New York Super Lawyers,
and the New York City Bar Association honored her with its Thurgood Marshall Award in recogni-
tion of her pro bono representation of an individual who was sentenced to death.  Ms. Foti earned
her B.A. from Harvard University in 1982 and a J.D. from New York University School of Law in
1985. 

Patricia Ann Grant, Vice President

Patricia Ann Grant, Co-Chair of this year's Dinner Committee, is a partner in
Grant & Appelbaum, P.C.  She specializes in matrimonial and family law, focus-
ing on divorce, child custody, modification and contempt, paternity, pre-nuptial
and separation agreements, child and spousal support and division of marital
property.  Ms. Grant also mediates matrimonial disputes, and she sits as an
Arbitrator in the Civil Court.    She has been a Member of the Board of Directors

of the NYWBA for the last year.  Ms. Grant lives with her husband and law partner, Michael
Appelbaum, and her two beautiful dachshunds, Alexandre and Zachary.  She graduated from
Fordham University and Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center.



Julie Hyman, Treasurer

Julie Hyman launched her own law firm specializing in matrimonial and enter-
tainment law.  Her matrimonial practice handles all issues related to marriage,
including divorce, child custody, modification and contempt, paternity, pre-
nuptial and separation agreements, child and spousal support and division of
marital property.  She has been serving as Treasurer for this Association since
2009.  She previously was the chair of publicity and a coordinator of the

NYWBA’s first pet-related continuing legal education program.  Ms. Hyman, a former child actor,
lectures twice a year to parents of child actors at "Young Performer" seminars.  Between 1999
and 2002, she served as a National Board Member of the Screen Actors Guild.  Ms. Hyman,
who is admitted to practice in New York and New Jersey, attended Horace Mann, Barnard
College, and Cardozo Law School.  Ms. Hyman attributes much of her success as a lawyer to
the NYWBA for providing valuable mentoring and friendship that has helped shape her into a
trial and appellate attorney.

Yacine Barry, Recording Secretary

Yacine Barry serves as Special Counsel for Housing Court Initiatives with the
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program. She has been handling
legal questions relating to civil and housing law since 2006 as a Legal Fellow,
and then as a Court Attorney with the Civil Court of the City of New York.  Prior
to joining the New York State court system, Ms. Barry worked as a Legal
Consultant and Project Manager on technical assistance and training projects
with the International Law Institute, a not-for-profit organization in Washington, D.C.  She also
gained professional experience in Switzerland and with international organizations, including
the Organization of American States, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, and the
World Wildlife Fund.  Ms. Barry is the Chair of the NYWBA Continuing Legal Education
Committee and a member of the Professional Ethics and Discipline Committee.  She is a cer-
tified mediator with Safe Horizon.  Ms. Barry graduated with a law degree from University
Robert Schuman in Strasbourg, France, and obtained her LL.M. degree from Georgetown
University Law Center.

Bonnie Cohen-Gallet, Corresponding Secretary

Bonnie works in Bronx Family Court, as a Court Attorney Referee, hearing
Child Protective cases. Previously, she worked as an Assistant District
Attorney in Queens County, maintained her own law practice for ten years and
clerked for several New York State Supreme Court Justices while raising two
children. Ms. Cohen-Gallet has years of experience with several bar associa-
tions and served as President of the Queens County Women's Bar

Association. She graduated cum laude from Boston University and earned her law degree from
Albany Law School.



The President's Special Award

Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler joins the following recipients of The President's Special Award:

2009 Hon. Jonathan Lippman

2008 Hon. Ann Pfau

2006 Hon. Fern Fisher

2005 Myrna Felder

2004 Linda Greenhouse

2003 Governor Ann Richards

2002   Dean Joan Wexler

2001 Hon. Phyllis Gangel-Jacob

2000 Hon. Juanita Bing Newton

1999 Prof. Maria L. Marcus

1998 Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli

1997 Hon. Joan Carey

1996 Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick

1995 Hon. Karen S. Burstein

1994 Hon. Ruth Bader Ginsburg

1992 Prof. Anita Hill

1991 Hon. Sol Wachtler

1990 Hon. Milton Mollen & 
Hon. Sondra Miller

1989 Hon. Israel Rubin & 
Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann

1988 Robert M. Kaufman & Fern Schair

1987 Hon. Patricia McGowan Wald

1986 Hon. Sol Wachtler

1985 Hon. Judith S. Kaye

1984 Hon. Sandra Day O'Connor

1983 Sheila L. Birnbaum

1982 Hon. Carol Bellamy, 
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin &
Hon. Elizabeth Holtzman

1981 Hon. Betty Weinberg  Ellerin

1980 Hon. Amalya L. Kearse

1977 Hon. Shirley J. Hufstedler

1976 Hon. Susie Sharp

1975 Hon. Carla Hills



Honorable Sherry Klein Heitler

The President's Special Award

Sherry Klein Heitler grew up in the Bronx and has
lived in Manhattan for the past 41 years.  She
attended public schools, Bronx High School of
Science, Hunter College (B.A. 1965), New York
University (M.A. 1966), and Fordham University
School of Law (J,D. 1976).  She was admitted to the
New York State Bar in January 1977.

During a hiatus between graduate school and law
school, she was Assistant Director of Admissions at
Long Island University, Brooklyn Campus.  One of
her primary responsibilities was insuring the diversi-
ty of the incoming student body.  She was instru-
mental in developing a special program through
which Associate Degree students could matriculate
to obtain a B.A.

In 1977, she became a Law Assistant in the Civil
Court of the City of New York.  In 1979, she founded
the law firm of Heitler & Levy, P.C., and taught
Family Law at Baruch College, City University of
New York.  In addition, she was a New York City Civil
Court Arbitrator, a Director of the Spingold
Foundation, and she served in numerous matters as
either a guardian, conservator or referee.

Justice Heitler was elected to the New York City Civil
Court for a term beginning in January, 1994.  In
January 1996, she was designated to sit as an
Acting Supreme Court Justice in New York County,
and she was elected as a Supreme Court Justice in
January 2001.  Initially, she sat in a Trial Part.  She
was assigned to a Matrimonial Part, which involved
cases dealing with the status of the divorce, custody,
equitable distribution, child support and mainte-
nance issues of the litigants.  She sat in a Trial
Assignment Part, where she evaluated, settled and
assigned cases to trial. Thereafter, she was respon-
sible for conferencing and settling various cases that
were brought by or against the City of New York.
She then presided over an Individual Assignment
Part in which she tried all types of cases and decid-
ed motions thereon, including medical malpractice
cases, contract cases, personal injury cases and
landlord-tenant disputes.  She presided over Mental
Hygiene Law Article 81 applications and continues
to conduct Mental Hygiene hearings at various hos-
pitals in New York City.  Such hearings address
issues including  the administration or withholding of
medication, release from or retention by the facility,
and electric convulsive therapy.    

On January 2, 2007, she was appointed to sit as an
Associate Justice on the Appellate Term, Supreme
Court, First Department, where she currently
reviews criminal and civil cases.  In August 2008,
she was further assigned to the Center for Complex
Litigation, through which she administers all
asbestos-related matters in the City of New York,
with an inventory of more than 30,000 cases.

In December 2009, she was appointed as Admin-
istrative Judge for Civil Matters, First Judicial District.

Justice Heitler has chaired many committees and
lectured at many different bar associations and
lawyers’ groups.  She co-chaired the Continuing
Legal Education program for the Millennium
Women's Bar Convention sponsored by the
Women's Bar Association of the State of New York.
She is currently an Adjunct Professor of Law at
Fordham University School of Law.  Because of her
strong belief in the value of education, she has
employed legal interns from different law schools to
work with her as part of their course of study.  

She is a member of many professional groups,
including Fordham Law Alumni Association (current-
ly serving as Vice President); the New York City Bar;
NYCLA; NYWBA (currently serving as a Director);
New York State Bar Association; the Jewish Lawyers
Guild (currently serving on the Board of Governors);
the Judges And Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert and
the National Organization for Women.  In addition,
she also served in a leadership capacity for the
United Jewish Appeal, Auxiliary of Tisch Hospital
and the Fordham Law School Advisory Panel.



Remembering Honorable Florence Perlow Shientag (1908-2009)
~ NYWBA Founder, Past President and Benefactor ~

New York Women’s Bar Association Founder and Past President Honorable Florence Perlow Shientag passed away in October

2009 at the age of 101. She led an extraordinarily rich and accomplished life, and she continues to be an inspiration. She cham-

pioned and supported the Association and women attorneys throughout her 75 years of membership. Through her remarkable

bequest of $250,000 to the NYWBA, she has ensured that we will benefit from her vision and generosity for years to come.

Florence Perlow was born in 1908 and grew up in New
York City, the youngest of four children. Her father, who
had studied law but never practiced, died in 1935. Her
mother went back to school late in life, earning a Ph.D.
and practicing as a psychologist. 

Judge Shientag received her Bachelor of Science from New York
University in 1929 and her LL.B. degree from the New York University
School of Law in 1931. After the standard internship then required of
aspiring lawyers, she was admitted to the New York bar in 1933. 

She began her career as a Law
Secretary to the Honorable Fiorello
LaGuardia, Mayor of New York City.
She adored Mayor LaGuardia and had
a variety of duties on his staff, from
drafting legislation to investigating
appointees for office, to sitting in for the
Mayor at hearings. A photo the Mayor
signed to Florence has the inscription,
“City Hall has not been right since you left.”

In the 1930’s, New York bar associations did not allow women to be
members. In 1934, when she was a recent law graduate and newly
admitted, Judge Shientag was one of a handful of women attorneys who
gathered together to form the New York Women’s Bar Association. In
1935, she was a signatory on the Association’s Certificate of
Incorporation, which established the NYWBA as a “full service bar asso-
ciation” with all the required incorporation provisions, plus the addition-
al provision to work to “define and elevate the status of women." 

In 1937, the New York City Bar finally voted to allow the admission of
women, and in 1938 Judge Shientag was in the first group of 13 women
lawyers admitted as members.

After she left the Mayor’s Office, she became a law clerk for Thomas
Dewey, who was then a Special Prosecutor in New York County. In
1941, she was appointed a Judge of the Domestic Relations Court.
(These Courts were later restructured and trans¬formed into the NY
Family Courts.)

In April 1941, she was elected NYWBA
President for 1941-42. The U.S. entered World
War II during her term, and she and the
NYWBA rose to the occasion.  The NYWBA
partnered with the American Women’s
Voluntary Services (whose then-Chairman was
NYWBA Past President Jenet Kaplan Brown)
to open and staff a clinic to provide urgent legal
services to military personnel and their families
who could not afford counsel. 

The NYWBA also joined with other
bar associations to create a joint War
Committee, so “attorneys and judges
[could] make their contribution
toward solving problems caused by
the war.” (NY Times, 3/19/42.) The
committee had more than 75 active
members, and Judge Shientag was
named to the 17-person Executive Committee that set policy and prior-
itized the group’s efforts. The War Committee provided legal advice on
numerous issues, including the scope of the legal authority of air raid
wardens and others who supervised civil defense activities; and the
rights of attorneys entering military service to protect their private prac-
tices and assets for when they returned from duty, while ensuring their
clients receive reprensentation while they were away.

In 1943, she became an Assistant United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York. She was the first female federal prose-
cutor New York, and one of the first in the country.  During her nine years
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she handled a wide variety of civil and
criminal matters, including prosecutions for illegal attempts to profiteer
during the war, mail fraud cases involving defective products sold across
state lines, insurance fraud prosecutions, counterfeiting, etc.

In 1952, Judge Shientag established a solo practice specializing in
domestic relations and the representation of artists and others whose
First Amendment rights were at risk. She eventually opened additional
offices in Florida, London, Rome and Paris. 

Over the years, Judge Shientag continued to be active with the NYWBA,
New York County Lawyers’ Association and New York City Bar, and she
chaired committees for each association. She was the first woman elect-
ed to the NYCLA Board (1942-49), and she chaired the NYCLA
Committee on Domestic Relations, which issued a scathing report in
1952 on the extent of child neglect and abuse, the paucity of social serv-
ices and shelter available, and the deplorable lack of staff and infra-
structure within the Domestic Relations Courts to address these issues. 

In 1953, she took on a precedent-setting case involving the French film
La Ronde, which had been declared “immoral” and banned by the NYS
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Shientag's Apartment

Attorneys in U.S. Attorney's Office,Southern District of New York (1952)



Board of Regents, which governed film licensing. On behalf of her
client, the film’s distributor, she argued that the standards used by the
Regents were vague and unconstitutional under the First Amendment
right to free speech and the Fourteenth Amendment bar on the states
unlawfully taking property. A critical issue was whether the government
could “pre-censor” a film before it was shown, and this issue was com-
plicated by a 1915 decision in Ohio that had held that movies were not
entitled to the protections of the First Amendment. The trial court,
Appellate Division and NY Court of Appeals all upheld the ban. 

Judge Shientag’s petition for certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court was
granted, and the case was heard with another matter involving the cen-
sorship of the film M. She personally briefed and argued the case before
the Supreme Court, and in a unanimous opinion by Justice William O.
Douglas, the Court struck down the ban and the distinction between
movies and other forms of communication.

“Motion pictures are of course a different medium of expression than the
public speech, the radio, the stage, the novel, or the magazine. But the
First Amendment draws no distinction between the various methods of
communicating ideas. … [E]very writer, actor, or producer, no matter
what medium of expression he may use, should be freed from the cen-

sor.” Superior Films v. Dept. of Education, 346 U.S. 587 (1954).

Protection of the right to freedom of expression was very important to
Judge Shientag, not only as a legal matter, but because she was an

artist herself and a patron of the arts. Her home
was filled with art, and she was a great friend to
many artists, including the sculptor Henry Moore,
and most especially Pablo Picasso, whom she
knew well and visited regularly. Indeed, when his
daughter Maya had a child, Judge Shientag was
named godmother. Judge Shientag’s paintings
and sculptures may not have been as famous as

her friends’, but she won an award for one of her sculptures, and being
an artist gave her a unique perspective on the potential impact of the
law in this field. As a result, she was invited to chair the City Bar’s
Section on Law and the Arts, which under her leadership held distin-
guished lectures on the rights of artists, the laws affecting art, new
media, etc.

In 1954, Judge Shientag ran a feisty but
ultimately unsuccessful campaign to
become a member of the NY State
Senate. She was endorsed by an
extraordinary array of people, including
Eleanor Roosevelt, Mayor Robert
Wagner, Margaret Truman, and many other luminaries of the day.

The list of Judge Shientag’s honors and service is daunting. By
Presidential appointment, she served as a member of the National
Commission on Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance, which the NY

Times noted “was created to review Federal and state wiretapping prac-
tices [and] is expected to begin looking into the Nixon Administration's
use of so-called national security wiretaps, some of which have become
a focal point of the Watergate scandals.”  She was a Director of the
United Nations Development Corporation. She was a referee in disci-
plinary proceedings before the First Department, chaired numerous
political campaigns, was a member of corporate boards of directors,
and was an invited guest at the inaugurations of many U.S. Presidents.

Judge Shientag also served on the NYS Task Force on Women in the
Courts, and when its report was issued, she stated:

“In the fifty years that I have been practicing law, there has been a less-

ening of the dismissing and intolerant attitude towards women lawyers.

This significant improvement is due to the performance and demonstrat-

ed ability of women in our profession. Brains have no sex.” 

An unusually attractive woman, Judge Shientag had strong opinions
about women. As she said in a quip to a British tabloid, “Being a career
woman is no good if you finish up as an imitation man. I believe women
should look, feel, smell like women.” On the other hand, she was a men-
tor to women, as she demonstrated in the same tabloid when she said
that solicitors in Britain should “give their briefs [cases] to women bar-
risters whenever possible.”

Her mentoring of women lawyers was not limited to lip service, as she
often committed resources to ensuring that women succeed. She regu-
larly contributed funds to help defray NYWBA Presidents’ expenses and
covered the costs of programs and events. She frequently invited
women attorneys to a complimentary lunch or dinner to get to know
them and give them free advice on how to get ahead in what was still
“a man’s world.” 

In 1977, then-President Myrna Felder asked her to organize NYWBA
Law Day celebrations.  As Ms. Felder recollected:

“Florence, who had practiced in the
Inns of Court, suggested a trip to
London, which we called “Law Day
in Legal London”. We had a week
without compare. Through her
friends and connections, we were
received by the Lord Chief Justice;
met with the Lord Mayor of London; watched a trial in the Courts of
Chancery and met with the Trial Judge; sat in the House of Commons for
debate; traveled to Runnymede for a joint ceremony with the British Bar;
were entertained by the Head of the Bar Society and by other members
of the British Bar in their homes. On the final evening, Florence had
arranged through Senator Jacob Javits for us to host a reception at the
United States Embassy to reciprocate the hospitality extended to us dur-
ing our stay – complete with a caller announcing each honored guest like
something out of the movies. It has been thirty-three years since the trip,

and it remains as vivid in memory as when we had just returned.”

Judge Shientag later established and funded a contest for law school
students to write scholarly essays on issues of Constitutional law, with
the winning student receiving a $5,000 scholarship. The scholarship
amount was later increased to $10,000. Many students benefited from
the opportunity to research and write on topics that go to the core of our
nation’s fabric. 

When the NYWBA became a founding chapter of WBASNY, Judge
Shientag was a great supporter, and she tried to never miss an NYWBA
Annual Dinner or WBASNY Annual Convention.

Judge Shientag was a great friend and sup-
porter of the Women’s Bar and its members,
and she believed in the fair and equal admin-
istration of justice.  We have all benefited
from her influence, and her indomitable spirit
and legacy live on in all of us. 



FOUNDERS, PAST PRESIDENTS AND ADVISORY COUNCIL

The founders, past Presidents and members of the Advisory Council of the New York Women's Bar Association are a

distinguished group. In this section, we identify them and, whenever possible, present highlights of their careers and

work with the Association. Due to the passage of time, we do not have biographical information on some of these

women, who are so important to our history and future. We invite the submission of information and photos to docu-

ment our history and preserve our archival records. Please send relevant material to History@nywba.org.

FOUNDERS

The New York Women’s Bar Association was founded in 1934 and

incorporated as a not-for-profit bar association in 1935. Eleven

women signed the Certificate of Incorporation:

Beatrice Fliegel was a graduate of NYU Law School in 1922. 

Doris Silver Freeman

Lillian B. Garrell was admitted to the New York bar in 1933. 

Estelle Ruth Grollman was admitted to the New York bar in 1933.

Margaret Fuller Karlin was a graduate of NYU Law School in 1925
and was admitted to the New York bar in 1926. She was married to
Ralph Kerbs, also a graduate of NYU Law, Class of 1920. She was a
lawyer for and officer of the Tenants Association of New York, which
in 1960 (when she was a Vice President) had a membership of 4,000.
She was President of the NYU Law Alumni Association during the
1950’s and 1960’s. After she passed away in 1982, a scholarship was
established in her name at NYU Law School. 

Minnie Kelter (Goldberg) was a graduate of Hunter College and
NYU Law School. A founder of the NYWBA, she went on to become
a Director of the Bronx Women’s Bar Association, President of the
Bronx Professional and Business Women’s Group, and a member of
the Ulster County Bar Association. Her husband Maurice Goldberg
was an Assistant Attorney General for NYS. She moved from New
York City to Woodstock in 1948, and she passed away in 1960.

Lauretta Rose was admitted to the New York bar in 1932. Starting in
the mid-1930’s, she served as a referee in the determination of real
estate property rights and transfers.

Hilda G. Schwartz, Founder and Past President (see below) 

Florence Perlow Shientag (Frankel), Founder and Past President
(see below) 

Freda Spinard (Baileson) was a 1922 graduate of NYU Law School
(LLB). After serving as a Founder of NYWBA, Ms. Spinard was elect-
ed President of the Queens Women’s Bar Association in January
1936. She passed away in 1947.

Rose Lehman Stein, Founder and Past President (see below).

PAST PRESIDENTS

1934-38 - Rose Lehman Stein Stein was a Founder
and served for three terms as NYWBA’s first
President. She graduated from NYU Law School in
1922 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1923.
She received an LL.M. from NYU Law School in
1925. Ms. Stein became the first female president of the New York
University Club in 1922 and the first female president of the NYU Law
Alumni Association in 1955. She was also active with the New York

County Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Legal Education and
Admission to the Bar Committee and chairing the Revision of the
NYS Constitution Committee in the early 1960’s. She practiced law
for more than 60 years, until she passed away in 1985.

1938-39 - Jenet Kaplan Brown earned her law degree from Brooklyn
Law School and was admitted to the bar in 1929. During her
Presidency, Ms. Brown and then-Secretary Jeannette Harris were
featured in a New York Times article about the NYWBA’s resolution
urging the nomination of women Supreme Court Justices in the First
Judicial District and the appointment of Judge Florence E. Allen of the
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals to the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1942,
during World War II, Ms. Brown was Chairman of American Women’s
Voluntary Services, which partnered with the NYWBA to open and
staff a clinic to provide urgent legal services to military personnel and
their families who could not afford counsel.

1939-40 - Hon. Hilda G. Schwartz was a Founder,
President, Vice President and the first Secretary of
the NYWBA. Valedictorian of her high school, she
attended NYU for both undergraduate and law
school. At a time when there was crushing discrimi-
nation against women, she was the first Director of Finance for New
York City, served as Secretary of the Board of Estimate, and was a
judge for 24 years. She was also active with the New York County
Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Professional Ethics Committee
in the 1960’s. She retired as a Justice of the Supreme Court in 1983,
at 76. She was married to lawyer Herman Schwartz, and they had a
practice together. They lived in Greenwich Village and helped found
the Village Temple. She passed away in 1998. 

1940-41 - Lillian M. Kooperstein, born on the
Lower East Side to an Orthodox Jewish family, was
admitted to practice in 1925. Upon her graduation
from NYU Law School, she obtained a clerkship at a
law office, which was then a prerequisite to sit for the
bar. Upon passing the bar, she opened a law office with her brother,
Moses, and practiced matrimonial law in the 1920's and 1930's.
During World War II and for 30 years thereafter, she was a sole prac-
titioner. Married in 1949 to a law school classmate, Joseph Goldberg,
she shared office space with her husband on lower Broadway. She
also sat as an Administrative Law Judge during the late 1980's and
early 1990's – well into her own early 90's! She also served as a
President of the Council of Jewish Women. She passed away in
1998. 

1941-42 - Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag -Judge
Shientag was a founding member and President of
the Association. (See full profile above.)



1942-43 - Isabel Joffe graduated from Brooklyn Law School and was
admitted to the New York bar in 1928. In addition to her work with the
NYWBA, she was an active member of the New York County
Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Military Jurisprudence
Committee. She passed away in 1961.

1943-44 - Marie C. Connolly graduated from Fordham Law School
in 1933 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1934. She held
many positions on the Board before she was elected President of the
Association. 

1944-45 - Adelaide Burkan Bodow was born in 1912, and she grad-
uated from NYU and NYU Law School, where she was the only
woman in her class. She was admitted in 1940 and practiced law at
Schwartz & Froehlich with her uncle, Nat Burkan, a founder of the
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP).
They represented such notables as Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford
and Douglas Fairbanks, and Al Jolson. Among other accomplish-
ments, she persuaded the NY Chief Judge to speak at a NYWBA
event, which brought recognition in law publications and increased
the stature of the Association. She was active in the NYWBA for
decades, chairing the Judiciary Committee in the early 1960’s. She
married Edward L. Bodow in 1939, had three children between 1950
and 1955, and then worked part-time at Schwartz & Froehlich for the
remainder of her career.

1945-47 - Jeannette Harris served for 10 years on the staff of the NY
Attorney General’s Office, Labor Bureau, before she went into private
practice in 1944. She held several positions in the NYWBA., and she
spoke out publicly on the importance of ensuring that women were
able to continue to retain employment after the end of World War II.
After the war, she testified on child labor laws and in favor of equal
rights for women in employment. In the late 1940’s and early 1950’s,
she was an officer of the Women’s Trade Union League. During the
mid- to late-1950’s she was President of the New York Workmen's
Compensation Bar Association. 

1947-49 - Esther Glantz served as Secretary for three years and
Vice President prior to her Presidency. She graduated from the
Washington Square College of NYU in 1934 and NYU Law School in
1936. She was a partner of Joseph F. McCloy in the law firm of
McCloy and Glantz. She married Dr. Chester Kremer, a professor of
chemistry at CUNY, in 1951, and they had two children. She was also
active in New York County Lawyers and the City Bar, chairing com-
mittees for both associations.

1949-51 - Hon. Frieda Levin Lorber graduated
summa cum laude from NYU and received her law
degree from NYU Law School in 1938. She received
an LL.M. from Columbia Law School in Comparative
and International Law School in 1959. She worked
for the Department of Investigations of the City of New York, served
as a judge for Small Claims Court, worked with Jewish
Philanthropies, and was a member of the International Federation of
Women Lawyers and a representative to the United Nations Human
Rights Community. She also chaired the Law Alumni Association at
NYU Law School. She studied piano and voice at the Institute of
Musical Art (now Julliard), sang as a mezzo-soprano with the chorus
of the Metropolitan Opera in the 1920’s and was a member of the
New York Oratorio Society. She passed away in 1976.

1951-53 - Julia Perles graduated from Brooklyn Law
School in 1937. She is widely considered to have
played the leading role as chair of the committee that
brought about the passage of New York State's equi-
table distribution law, which went into effect in 1980.
This law brought a revolutionary change in the practice of matrimoni-
al law and in the rights of marital partners. Until her death in 1998,
Ms. Perles was affiliated with Phillips Nizer Benjamin Krim and
Ballon, LLP, where she became a partner in 1970 and headed the
firm's matrimonial practice. Before that, she was an associate at
Schwartz & Froehlich from 1942 to 1952, and then a partner at
Greenbaum Wolff & Ernst. Ms. Perles was also a fellow of the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and a member of the
Dirty Thirty, an organization of American lawyers who were prominent
in the field of matrimonial law. 

1953-55 - Norah K. Donovan graduated from NYU
Law School in 1945 and was admitted in 1946. She
served for many years as the attorney in charge of
copyright matters for the American Broadcasting
Company. She was also an officer and Corporate
Secretary of the Audio and Video Products Corporation during the
1950’s. She held numerous positions in the NYWBA. After her
Presidency, she was appointed to chair several NYCLA Committees,
including the Municipal Court Committee, the Committee on
Discipline, and the Committee on the Unlawful Practice of Law. She
was also involved in charitable works.

1955-57 - Mary R. Cowell Ross graduated from
Kansas City School of Law and received her LLB
cum laude from Southern Law University. Now
retired, she had a solo practice in New York for more
than 30 years. Before that, she was with Royall,
Koegel and Rogers from 1946 to 1961, specializing in wills, trusts and
estates. From 1940 to 1946, Ms. Ross was in Washington D.C.,
where she worked for a number of federal agencies and was affiliat-
ed with the general practice firm of Cromelin, Townsend and Kirkland.
She became active in the NYWBA in 1948 and served as a Vice
President for two terms, Corresponding Secretary, Director, member
of the Advisory Council, and member of the Judiciary, By-Laws,
Legislation, and Equal Opportunities for Women Committees. Until
recently, she was also active in other professional organizations,
including the National Association of Women Lawyers and the New
York City Bar.  

1957-58 - Anna Oberwager received her bachelor's
and master's degrees from NYU in 1909 and 1910. In
later years, she studied at Fordham University. She
was admitted to the bar in 1916. She and her hus-
band, Hon. Charles A. Oberwager, a New York City
magistrate, were law partners, and they had two children. Later, their
son Edwin served as a Justice of the New York Supreme Court. Ms.
Oberwager passed away in 1987. 

1958-59 - Norma Z. Paige is Chairman Emeritus of
Astronautics Corporation of America’s Board of
Directors. Since Astronautics was founded in 1959,
she has held various offices, including Executive
Vice President and Chairman of the Board of
Directors until 2001. From 1988 to 2001, she also served Kearfott



Guidance & Navigation Corporation as its Executive Vice President
and as a member of its Board of Directors. Ms. Paige received her BA
and J.D. degrees from NYU and is admitted to the bars of the United
States Supreme Court and New York State. She was a partner in the
law firm of Paige & Paige. She is the recipient of numerous awards,
including the Jabotinsky Award, presented by Menachem Begin, for-
mer Prime Minister of Israel. Ms. Paige has two daughters and sons-
in-law, all of whom are attorneys. 

1959-60 - Lucille M. Gannon was associated with
Sherman & Sterling. In the year after her Presidency,
she chaired the NYWBA Legal Education
Committee. She was active in the NYWBA for
decades, serving as Treasurer, in other Officer posi-
tions, on the Board, and as the Chair of many committees. She
passed away in 1978.

1960-61 - Marie Mallot was born in 1921. She worked as a legal sec-
retary at Kurzman, Karelsen & Frank in the early 1940's. Noticing that
she was extremely bright, several attorneys at the firm encouraged
her to attend law school at night, which she did. She was the only
woman in her class when she graduated from Fordham Law School
in 1946, and she was admitted to the bar in 1947. In addition to serv-
ing as a NYWBA Officer, Director and Committee Chair, she was
active with New York County Lawyers’ Association, chairing several
committees over the years. Ms. Mallot spent her entire legal career
practicing estates law at Kurzman, Karelsen & Frank. She retired in
1976, but she continued doing some work for the firm into her retire-
ment. 

1961-62 - Hon. Florence Raider Zimmerman grad-
uated from Hunter College in 1937 and from New
York Law School in 1941, and she was admitted to
the bar in 1941. During college, she interned with
NYC Deputy License Commissioner Dorothy
Kenyon, and she later became an attorney for the New York City Rent
and Housing Administration. An expert on rent control, she argued
before the NY Court of Appeals on a precedent-setting case involving
the application of rent control to properties that were claimed to be
“hotels.” She was admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1954.  She
was also a NYCLA Committee Chair. She was counsel for the Hunter
College Alumnae Association.  She was appointed a NYC Civil Court
Judge in 1971. Now retired, Judge Zimmerman sends her affection-
ate regards on the Association’s 75th Anniversary.

1962-63 - Ethel F. Beaver graduated from NYU Law School in 1951
and was admitted to the bar later the same year. She was a member
of the firm Korkus & Korkus and was married to Dr. Kurt Berliner, a
cardiologist. She served as a NYWBA Officer, Director and
Committee Chair.

1963-64 - Hon. Freda Silbowitz was a Phi Beta

Kappa graduate of Hunter College and received her
law degree from Columbia Law School in 1937. She
was admitted to the New York bar in 1938. Before
serving as President, she was involved in her law
practice and served on the bench. During her tenure with the
NYWBA, she chaired several Committees and organized the United
Nations Reception for members of the British Bar who traveled to the
United States to exchange knowledge and insights about the two
countries’ respective legal systems. 

1964-65 - Shirley P. Thau was admitted to the bar in 1947, having
graduated in 1946 from NYU Law School, and Hunter College before
that. Over the years, she practiced in many areas, including interna-
tional law, trusts and estates, and litigation. She became a senior
partner in the law firm of Wolf Popper. When she left that firm, she
became a principal at Gruen, Muskin & Thau, which she left in 1986.
She was also active with other bar associations, and she chaired sev-
eral NYCLA Committees. She later retired to Florida.  

1965-66 - Bessie D. Goldberg served as President of both the
NYWBA and the Nassau/Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association.
She was an attorney for the Legal Aid Society and rose to the posi-
tion of Attorney-in-Charge of its Rockaway Office. She and her hus-
band, Hyman Goldberg, had four children, as well as grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. She passed away in 2007.  

1966-67 - Fannie J. Klein was admitted to the bar in
1928. In addition to lecturing and authoring several
legal works, she received numerous awards. An
expert on court reform, Mrs. Klein was most thrilled
when she was named the first woman Professor of
the NYU Law School in 1958. She was also the librarian, assistant
director, and associate director of NYU School of Law’s Institute of
Judicial Administration, which was established in 1952 to promote
greater efficiency in court administration throughout the nation. Ms.
Klein was a member of the Judicial Selection Committee for the
Supreme Court in New York City in 1968. After 1975, she practiced
law in Surrogate's Court and Supreme Court, where she often served
as a guardian, conservator and referee. She passed away in 1984. 

1967-68 - Marie Whitesell Balboa was active in the Association for
many years. In the 1960’s, she was a Committee Chair, Director and
Officer. Among other roles, she represented the NYWBA in its rela-
tionships with other bar associations.

1968-69 - Doris Sassower – During her tenure as President, Ms.
Sassower was a proponent of programs that would increase the num-
ber of women entering law school. She cited statistics reflecting that
women made up fifty percent of the law school enrollment in some
European countries, while our own law schools at the time could
boast only minimal percentages of women. She also remarked on the
low appointment rate of women to judgeships, which was less than
one percent at the time. 

1969-70 - Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin was the first woman appoint-
ed to the First Department and the first female
Presiding Justice of that Court. Elected to the bench in
1976, she was the first woman to serve as Deputy
Chief Administrative Judge of New York State. She is
the Chair of the NYS Judicial Committee on Women in
the Courts, Vice Chair of the NYS Advisory Committee on Judicial
Ethics, and Vice Chair of the First Department Committee on Character
and Fitness. She was President of the National Association of Women
Judges and is a Founder and Director of WBASNY and JALBCA.
Among her innumerable awards are the NYWBA President’s Special
Award (twice); the WBASNY Betty Weinberg Ellerin Mentoring Award,
which was established in her honor; the NYS Association of Women
Judges Leadership Award, the ABA Margaret Brent Award, and the
Florence E. Allen Award. Justice Ellerin and Milton H. Ellerin have three
children and three adorable grandchildren. 



1970-71 - Dr. Edith Lond Fisch was confined to a
wheelchair due to childhood polio, but she did not let
that limit her accomplishments. She earned a B.S. in
chemistry from Brooklyn College, was the first per-
son to earn all degrees awarded by Columbia Law
School (LL.B., LL.M. and Jur.Sc.D.), and the first
woman to earn a Jur.Sc.D. from Columbia. In private practice, she
focused on trusts and estates. In 1959 she published Fisch on New

York Evidence, which is widely used by the bench and bar and as a
law school text. In addition to nearly forty law review articles, she
authored The Cy Pres Doctrine in the United States (1951) and
Charities and Charitable Foundations (1974). Appointed a Assistant
Professor at New York Law School in 1963, she was the school’s first
female law professor. She later returned to private practice, and she
passed away in 2006. In 2009, Columbia unveiled a plaque honoring
Dr. Fisch, who bequeathed $1.8 million to endow the Law Library
Collection in perpetuity.

1971-72 - Mathilda Miller Cuneo graduated from
NYU Law School in 1926 and was admitted in 1928.
She was the first woman member of the Bronx County
Bar Association in 1945 and a Trustee and benefactor
of the Bronx-Riverdale YM-YWHA. Ms. Cuneo
chaired the Matrimonial Law Committee, and in 1966
undertook a special but unfulfilled project to enact legislation allowing
for divorce if the plaintiff had an illegitimate child after living apart from
his/her spouse five or more years. The New York Times noted that
"thousands of families … would be assisted by [this] amendment" and
that this "‘‘very important ground for divorce' would remove the ‘‘stigma
of illegitimacy from thousands of children, many of whom are not aware
that their parents are not married." In later years, she also practiced real
estate law. In 1991, she was honored by NYU Law School when it cel-
ebrated the 100th anniversary of its admission of women. She passed
away in 1997.

1972-73 - Hon. Harriet Gair graduated from New
York University School of Law, receiving her LLB in
1940. In 1945, she became a partner at Gair and
Gair and was in full charge of the management of the
firm. From 1976 to 1981, she served as an elected
Town Justice in Putnam County. During Judge Gair's term on the
bench, she was engaged in many areas of civil and criminal law, and
was regarded as a firm but fair Justice. In addition, she served as
President of the Putnam Valley Free Library Board of Trustees, the
Mid-Hudson Library System, and as a member of the Town Board of
Putnam Valley. With Judge Gair’s continuing interest in Judaism, she
devoted herself to worthy Jewish causes and Jewish jurisprudence,
and was honored by the Institute of Jewish Humanities. Her son
Anthony Gair is a NYWBA sponsor and a partner in the successor
firm of Gair, Gair, Conason, Steigman, Mackauf, Bloom & Rubinowitz.

1973-74 - Joan Ellenbogen graduated from NYU
Law School and was admitted to practice in 1965.
With Marcia Goldstein, she formed Ellenbogen and
Goldstein, P.C., with a practice limited to matrimoni-
al and family law. She was a fellow of the American
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, a Diplomate in the
American College of Family Trial Lawyers, a member of the Joint
Committee on Judicial Administration, a member of the Commission
on Judicial Nominations to the Court of Appeals, and the first woman

to chair the New York City Bar’s Executive Committee. She was a
member of the First Department Disciplinary Committee, served on
the Board of Trustees of the Legal Aid Society, and was listed in Best

Lawyers in America. She was a Founder and the first President of
WBASNY, and the WBASNY Founders Award has been renamed in
her honor. After a valiant struggle with pancreatic cancer, she passed
away in 2001.

1974-75 - Sheila L. Birnbaum is a partner at
Skadden Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, where
she heads the Complex Mass Tort and Insurance
Group. She has successfully argued appeals
throughout the country and before the U.S. Supreme
Court. She has taught at NYU and Fordham Law
Schools, is co-author of the Practitioner's Guide to Litigating

Insurance Coverage Actions, and has regular columns in the New

York Law Journal and National Law Journal. In 1997, then Chief
Justice Rehnquist appointed her to the Judicial Conference Advisory
Committee on Rules and Civil Procedure. Former Chief Judge Judith
Kaye appointed her Chair of the Commission on Fiduciary
Appointments. She was also the first President of JALBCA. She has
received numerous awards, including the ABA Margaret Brent
Achievement Award, and has been named by the National Law

Journal, Fortune and Crain's New York Business as one of the top
members of the legal profession and most influential women in busi-
ness.

1975-76 - Florence B. Donohue was born in New
York City in 1919. After becoming a widow, she
moved with her five children to Louisville, Kentucky,
where she attended the University of Louisville Law
School, graduating magna cum laude. She returned
to New York, was admitted to the bar in 1960. She
obtained a master’s degree in taxation at NYU Law School and
became the editor of Prentice Hall’s Federal Tax Guide and a sought
after tax expert on news programs. Florence spent her later years liv-
ing in her beloved Montauk, Long Island home. She passed away
June 23, 2009.

1976-77 - Myrna Felder is a graduate of NYU Law
School and was admitted to the New York bar in
1971.  She is a popular lecturer for all major bar
associations.  As chair of the NYS Bar Association's
Committee on Courts of Appellate Jurisdiction, Ms.
Felder organized the State Bar's CLE program on Appellate Practice
in 1989, which is presented bi-annually in each of the four judicial
departments.  She regularly  teaches at the Summer Judicial
Seminars, and throughout the year in training sessions for the
Matrimonial Judges and their staff, newly elected Judges, Court
Attorneys and Special Referees.  For the New York Women's Bar
Association, she served on our Board of Directors, then as Secretary
and Treasurer, before serving as President.  The next few years were
devoted to working to establish the Women's Bar Association of the
State of New York, where after serving on the Board of Directors, she
was President in 1986-87.  Ms. Felder also organized WBASNY's
Matrimonial Committee in 1983 - its first substantive committee - and
she remains a resource at both the state and local level to this day.



1977-78 - Beverly Gross is a labor lawyer whose
practice is limited to labor arbitration and mediation,
including ERISA. She has been labor and benefits
counsel to NY Telephone Co.; General Counsel
District Council 37 (American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Workers); General Counsel, New York State
Division of Human Rights; Associate General Counsel, New York City
Commission on Human Rights; and an Assistant Corporation
Counsel of New York City. She has extensive experience in arbitra-
tion and mediation, as well as with the NYS Public Employment
Relations Board and Civilian Complaint Review Board. She graduat-
ed from NYU Law School in 1968 and joined the NYWBA the same
year. She also represented the NYWBA on the Second Circuit Panel
on Admissions and Grievances.

1978-79 - Marcia C. Goldstein is a graduate of NYU
Law and was admitted in 1967. While President of
the NYWBA, she was Associate General Counsel at
Lehman Bros. Kuhn Loeb. With Joan Ellenbogen,
she formed Ellenbogen and Goldstein, P.C., practic-
ing matrimonial and family law. She was a founding member of
WBASNY and served as a WBASNY Director (1980-85). Ms.
Goldstein has chaired the New York City Bar Matrimonial Committee;
chaired the Executive Committee of the New York State Bar, Family
Law Section; co-chaired the Subcommittee on Equitable Distribution;
and is a member of the American Bar Association, Family Law
Section. Ms. Goldstein was appointed by former Chief Judge Judith
Kaye to serve as a member of the Matrimonial Commission of the
State of New York. Presently, she is practicing part-time.

1979-80 - Andrea Hyde is a partner at Putney,
Twombly, Hall & Hirson LLP, practicing in the field of
trusts and estates. She has served on the Executive
Committee of the Trusts and Estates Law Section of
the NYSBA and is currently an advisor to the NY
EPTL-SCPA Legislative Advisory Committee. While serving as a
member of this Committee, it formulated the legislation that later
became the Principal and Income Act (2001). She has lectured wide-
ly in the areas of wills, trusts and estates, including for CLE programs
presented by the NYWBA and other bar associations. A graduate of
St. John’s Law School, Ms. Hyde is a fellow of the American College
of Trust and Estate Counsel and is listed in Best Lawyers in America.

1980-81 - Diane S. Wilner graduated magna cum

laude from Brooklyn Law School, where she was a
Law Review editor. After being an associate of
Skadden Arps, she and three colleagues formed its
first spin-off. Later, she founded Wilner & Associates,
P.C., which represents Fortune 500 corporations and institutions in
diverse areas, including employment, products liability, insurance and
commercial litigation. Ms. Wilner is known for litigating complex cases
at the cutting edge, including successfully trying the first case of a
physician with AIDS, and in which there were cameras in the court-
room throughout the trial. She has published and lectured widely. As
NYWBA President, she continued the smooth transition with the
newly-founded WBASNY and furthered the NYWBA's tireless efforts
to open doors for women attorneys.

1981 - Hon. Karla Moskowitz is an Associate
Justice of the Appellate Division, First Department
and has served on the bench since 1982. She co-
chaired numerous NYWBA committees and was the
founder and Chairperson of the Referral Service
(1975-77). A breast cancer survivor, Justice Moskowitz was a founder
and past Co-President of JALBCA. She also served as President of
both the New York State Association of Women Judges and the
National Association of Women Judges. She received her BA cum

laude from Alfred University and her J.D. from Columbia Law School.
Among her many awards are the Edith I. Spivak Award from NYCLA’s
Women’s Rights Committee and WBASNY’s Founder’s Award. She is
a frequent lecturer and author. She and her husband, attorney and
NYWBA member Marvin Moskowitz, have two children and four
grandchildren. 

1981-82 - Irene S. Sullivan is a graduate of Mount
Holyoke College, NYU and Fordham University
School of Law. She began her legal career in 1976 at
Skadden, Arps, where she handled a wide variety of
commercial matters, with an emphasis on antitrust
and securities litigation in federal courts and insurance coverage dis-
putes. She was a partner from 1982 to 2003 and served for several
years as Head of the New York office. Ms. Sullivan was President of
both NYWBA and WBASNY. She also served on numerous bar com-
mittees, including the City Bar Committee to Enhance Diversity in the
Profession, Task Force on Women and the Profession, City Bar
Public Service Network, and the Advisory Committee on Civil
Practice. She was a member of the National Advisory Board, the
NALP Foundation for Research and Education, and the ABA Task
Force on Insurance Coverage Litigation. She currently serves on the
Committee on Character and Fitness for the First Judicial
Department. 

1982-83 - Hon. Leslie Crocker Snyder is a partner
at Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman LLP. She
was the first woman to try both felony and homicide
cases in the NY DA's Office, and she founded and
led the Sex Crimes Prosecution Bureau, the first in
the nation and a model for the country. She is a co-author of legisla-
tion, including NY's Rape Shield Law. She was appointed to the NYC
Criminal Court in 1983 and thereafter to the NY Supreme Court and
Court of Claims, presiding over many high-profile cases. A committed
community advocate, she has served on many boards, adopted a
public school, and volunteered in the New Orleans criminal justice
system for six months after Hurricane Katrina. She is the author of 25

to Life. She was awarded the NYWBA’s Florence Allen Award in
2003. Married for 42 years, she is mother of two grown sons. 

1983-84 - Madeline C. Stoller received her J.D. in
1976 from Fordham University School of Law. She
was admitted to the New York Bar in 1977 and there-
after to the US Supreme Court. She has been a
member of the New York City Bar since 1980 and has
served as Chair, Product Liability Committee; Chair, Lawyers in
Transition Committee; Chair, Public Service Resource Center;
Member, Executive Committee and Nominating Committee; Delegate
to the ABA House of Delegates; and Director on the City Bar Fund.
She is Senior Corporate Counsel-Litigation, at Wyeth, a multinational
pharmaceutical company, where she is responsible for personal



injury, mass tort and commercial litigation for various divisions. Ms.
Stoller enjoys spending her leisure time playing golf, kayaking and
cooking. 

1984-85 - Nancy M. Louden is Senior Vice
President and Deputy General Counsel of The Estee
Lauder Companies, where she is responsible for
global government relations and employment law.
She serves on the boards of The MAC AIDS Fund;
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital; and Forever Families Through
Adoption, a not-for-profit adoption agency. For the last three years,
she was a member of the Steering Committee for the Sandra Day
O'Connor Project on the State of the Judiciary. In addition to serving
on NYWBA and WBASNY Boards and Committees, she also served
on the City Bar’s Executive Committee and other committees and as
a Vice President of the City Bar Fund. She lives with her partner,
Donna Dennis, and their three-year-old son, Jack.

1985-86 - Harriet Newman Cohen graduated from
Barnard College (BA Latin, 1952) and Bryn Mawr
(MA Latin, 1953). After teaching and raising four
daughters, she graduated in 1974 from Brooklyn
Law School, where she was an editor of the Law
Review. A matrimonial lawyer, she has been a champion of divorce
reform and the rights of women and children. She helped negotiate
and draft the NYS Equitable Distribution Law, and she co-wrote an
analysis of the first 80 cases under that law that was quoted widely
during its infancy. She is the author of The Divorce Book for Men and

Women, A Step-by-Step Guide to Gaining Your Freedom Without

Losing Everything Else. She has been voted a New York Super

Lawyer in matrimonial law and has been designated one of the Top
100 attorneys and Top 50 women attorneys in New York State. She
remains in active practice in her firm, Cohen Hennessey Bienstock &
Rabin P.C.

1986-87 - Anne T. Schwab graduated from St.
John's University School of Law in 1978. From 1980
to 1988, she was an associate in the litigation
department at, Emmet, Marvin & Martin. From 1989
to 1997, she was a Senior Counsel in the Legal
Department of The Bank of New York, practicing in the litigation group
and then in the commercial lending/private banking group. In 1997,
she joined the legal department of Deutsche Bank, where she is
presently a member of the Private Banking practice group. In 2004,
she was made a Managing Director of the Bank.

1987-88 - Dianne Abeloff is a 1977 graduate of
Smith College and a 1980 graduate of Cardozo Law
School. She is an Associate Counsel with the New
York State Department of Health, Bureau of
Professional Medical Conduct, where she investi-
gates and prosecutes physicians for professional misconduct. She
and her husband are the parents of two terrific boys. 

1988-89 - Doris S. Hoffman graduated from Hunter
College in 1964 and from NYU Law School in 1967.
She concentrated in copyright and trademark law,
and she spent nearly her entire career in partnership
with her father and brother in Stoll, Stoll & Hoffman
and successor firms in New York City. She was a member of the
Committee on Character and Fitness of the First Department, Chair

of the Intellectual Property Committee of the New York County
Lawyers' Association, and for several years she was a dedicated vol-
unteer for City Meals on Wheels and the Judges and Lawyers Breast
Cancer Alert. Ms. Hoffman was the mother of two children, Aaron and
Judith, and the devoted wife of attorney and NYWBA member
Stephen Hoffman for almost 29 years, until her untimely death in
1997. She served as President of WBASNY in 1994-95, and both the
NYWBA and WBASNY have named awards in her memory. 

1989-90 - Sandra W. Jacobson earned her LLB
from Yale and was admitted in 1955. She served as
Treasurer, Vice President, President, Director and
WBASNY Delegate. She chaired the Matrimonial and
Family Law, Ethics and Judiciary Committees. She
was also active in the Westchester Chapter. At WBASNY, she chaired
the Amicus, Judiciary, CLE and By-Laws Committees, and co-chaired
the Matrimonial Law Committee. She wrote WBASNY’s amicus appli-
cation and appellate brief in the Hartog equitable distribution case (85
N.Y.2d 36 (1995)), raising unique and critical issues that only WBAS-
NY addressed. She also led the effort to establish WBASNY as an
accredited CLE provider. Sandra organized and spoke at numerous
NYWBA programs and WBASNY conventions. Now retired, she lives
in North Carolina.

1990-91 - Katharine S. J. Law grew up in the segre-
gated South, and after she landed in NYC she joined
a "women's lib" group. Urged on by her sisters, she
applied to law school. After being admitted to the bar
at age 40, she did a stint drafting motions for a friend,
then went to the Manhattan DA's Office, where she met her mentor,
Justice Betty Weinberg Ellerin, and tried homicide cases. Her spe-
cialty was "senior citizen robberies.” After becoming a single mother,
she turned to private practice until her children left for college, then
returned to litigator's hours, initially at the NYS Attorney General's
Investor Protection Bureau, then as a Law Clerk, and ultimately as a
Law Guardian at the Appellate Division. Ms. Law now lives in San
Diego, where she is happy and active. She sails, volunteers as a
Coast Guard-certified vessel safety examiner, and volunteers as a
director of the National Association of Childbearing Centers
Foundation.

1991-92 - Martha L. Golar received her B.A. Degree
in Economics at Cornell University and her J.D.
Degree from New York University Law School. She
served as Senior Corporate Counsel at Joseph E.
Seagram & Sons, Inc. from 1982 to 1992. She is
presently a senior attorney at the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey Law Department. She also serves as an Adjunct Professor
with the Finance, Law and Tax Division of NYU's School of Continuing
and Professional Studies. She served three terms as President of
JALBCA, and she remains Co-Chair of JALBCA's Annual Symposium
and Editor of its Newsletter. She has chaired the NY City Bar's Health
Law Committee and currently chairs its Committee on Legal issues
Pertaining to Animals.  She has also chaired WBASNY's Gender Bias
and Finance Committees. 

1992-93 – Bobbi C. Sternheim litigates a broad
range of complex criminal and civil matters in federal
and state courts. She is a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers and a member of the



College's Committee on Teaching Trial and Appellate Advocacy.  She
teaches trial advocacy and pretrial civil litigation simulation at Pace
Law School and serves on the advisory committee of Pace's Criminal
Justice Center.  Bobbi is the Associate Director of Cardozo's Intensive
Trial Advocacy Program and a supervisor in Cardozo's Criminal
Appeals Clinic. She is the Criminal Justice Act Representative for the
Southern District of New York and as a member of SDNY's CJA Peer
Review Committee and Mentor Program.

1993-94 - Toby J. Pilsner received her J.D. from
Brooklyn Law School. She began a 17-year career in
the Bronx DA’s Office, rising to Chief of Litigation
Training, and following the example of her mentor,
Hon. Sheri Roman, who also introduced her to the NYWBA. She has
served in many capacities at both NYWBA and WBASNY. During her
Presidency, she spearheaded an overhaul of the Judiciary Committee
and its guidelines. Honoring Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg remains
one of the highlights of her term. In 1997, she began serving as an
Administrative Law Judge within the NYC Environmental Control
Bureau, a bureau of the Department of Environmental Protection. In
2004, she became the Managing Attorney of the Bronx branch office
of OATH/ECB. Ms. Pilsner finds her greatest source of happiness in
her family and her friendships. She is married to Dr. Joseph Saul, a
dentist/lawyer, and they have two daughters.

1994-95 – Martha E. Gifford is past President,
Director, Committee Chair, Secretary and Vice
President of WBASNY. She is past President,
Director and Judiciary Committee Chair of NYWBA,
and a founder, Director and Vice President of the
NYWBA Foundation, Inc. Since April 2007, she has had a solo prac-
tice concentrating in antitrust counseling, following nearly 20 years at
Proskauer Rose LLP, where she co-chaired the Antitrust Practice
Group. She began her career at Donovan Leisure Newton & Irvine
after graduation from the University of Chicago Law School, and then
served as trial attorney with the Department of Justice, Antitrust
Division. She is past Chair of the Antitrust Law Section of the NYS Bar
Association, served on the Antitrust and Trade Regulation Committee
of the New York City Bar, and is on the Board of Governors of the
NYS Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Resolution Program, appointed by
then-Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye.

1995-96 - Andrea J. Berger graduated from Fordham
Law School and NYU’s Graduate School of Public
Administration. She joined the NYWBA in law school
and has served as an Officer, Committee Chair,
WBASNY Delegate, and Annual Dinner Co-Chair.
Since 1987, she has been an attorney with the NYC Law Department,
where she is Senior Counsel, specializing in legislative drafting and
counseling in ethics, criminal justice, and labor and employment law.
She is a former Vice Chair of the Lawyers Alliance for New York and for-
mer board member of the Citizens Union. A long-time and active mem-
ber of the City Bar, she most recently chaired the Lawyers' Orchestra
Committee for nine years, which she managed and played in its flute
section. She is the Administrative Director of, and flutist in, the Park
Avenue Chamber Symphony and a board member of the Chamber
Music Conference and Composers' Forum of the East. 

1996-97 – Bonnie S. Edwards graduated from the
University of Miami Law School and joined the
Internal Revenue Service's Office of Chief Counsel in
1981. She is currently Senior Counsel, advising man-
agement on a wide variety of non-tax related areas,
including complicated and sensitive EEO and labor matters. Ms.
Edwards has received several awards for her work on various cases.
She was also a recipient of the Office of Chief Counsel's National
Litigation Award. She judges moot court and has been active on
NYWBA Committees and on its Advisory Council. Ms. Edwards has
also served on the Executive Council for the Network of Bar Leaders;
as an officer of JALBCA; as a director of the boards of Services and
Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Elders; and
on the National Council on Woman's Health. 

1997-98 – Laurie Berke-Weiss is a partner at Berke-
Weiss & Pechman LLP, where she represents indi-
viduals and management in workplace matters,
including negotiation of employment and severance
agreements, litigation of discrimination claims,
restrictive covenant disputes, and wage and hour cases. Ms. Berke-
Weiss is a graduate of Fordham Law School and Cornell University's
School of Industrial and Labor Relations, and she holds a graduate
degree in Industrial Relations from Rutgers University. She is a
Director of the New York Women's Bar Association Foundation, Inc.,
a Vice President of the Fordham Law Alumni Association, and a past
Chair of New York City Bar Executive Committee. Ms. Berke-Weiss is
a member of the New York State Bar Association House of Delegates,
the Cornell University Council and the President's Council of Cornell
Women. She is AV-rated and has been recognized as a New York

Super Lawyer and a Best Lawyer.

1998-99 – Karen Greve Milton is the Circuit
Executive for the federal Second Judicial Circuit and
serves as the chief administrative officer for the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
and the other federal courts in New York, Connecticut
and Vermont. Prior to assuming her current position, Ms. Milton was
the first Director of the CitiBar Center for CLE at the New York City
Bar Association, a department she created in 1995. After graduating
from law school, she served as an Assistant District Attorney in the
Office of Robert M. Morgenthau, in both a trial bureau and the
Rackets Bureau. Prior to her Presidency, she served as a NYWBA
Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary and Co-Chair of its
Programs and Event Committee. Ms. Milton is a graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania and the Case Western Reserve School of
Law, where she was an Editor of its Law Review. 

1999-2000 – Barbara A. Ryan is a partner at
Aaronson, Rappaport, Feinstein & Deutsch, LLP,
where her practice focuses on health care law. She
has served as a Co-President of JALBCA and for
many years has served as Co-Chair of the JALBCA
Annual Symposium. She has also been a member of the Board of the
New York Women's Bar Foundation. Before practicing law, Ms. Ryan
was a Head Nurse at the New York Hospital-Cornell University
Medical Center (now New York Presbyterian Hospital), where she
practiced in the area of oncology. She is a 1989 graduate of Seton
Hall University School of Law. Ms. Ryan frequently lectures on regu-
latory and medical malpractice issues. She has also taught courses



in Healthcare Risk Management and Elder Law, as an Adjunct
Assistant Professor at the New York University School of Continuing
and Professional Studies. She is also the proud mother of two boys.

2000-01 – Angela Tese-Milner is a partner of Tese
& Milner and practices law with her husband,
Michael Milner, a former federal prosecutor. The
firm’s focus is on bankruptcy, insurance and com-
mercial litigation. She is a member of the Panel of
Chapter 7 Trustees for the Southern District of New York, which is
under the supervision of the United States Department of Justice.
She has also served as receiver and is now a special monitor for the
Federal Trade Commission in cases involving telemarketing fraud.
She serves on the Advisory Board of JALBCA, is a past President of
the National Organization of Italian American Women, is a member of
the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, and has practiced
bankruptcy law for the past 27 years. 

2001-02 – Phyllis S. Koffman is a sole practitioner,
concentrating in trust and estate law. Before she
attended law school, she worked in city planning and
crime control planning. Prior to her Presidency, Ms.
Koffman served as Co-Chair of the Legislation and
Awards Committees, Chair of the Judges' Reception and Annual
Dinner Committees, and as a Director and Vice President. She also
represented the NYWBA on the WBASNY Legislation Committee and
Board of Directors and twice served as the NYWBA representative on
judicial screening panels for the Civil Court. She is currently a mem-
ber of the NYWBA Nominations Committee. Ms. Koffman is a gradu-
ate of Smith College and Brooklyn Law School and holds a master's
degree in urban planning from the University of Pittsburgh.

2002-03 – Heather Martínez Zona manages a real
estate investment company, handling properties in
New York, New Hampshire and California.
Previously Ms. Zona was a litigation associate at
New York law firms representing policyholders in dis-
putes with their insurance companies. Ms. Zona served the NYWBA
in a variety of capacities, including President, Vice President,
Recording Secretary, Director and Committee Chair. She organized a
number of programs for the Association, including "Tips for New
Lawyers," "Take Our Daughters to Work Day" at the Second Circuit,
and "What It's (Really) Like to Practice Law in NYC as a Woman" (co-
sponsored by the City Bar). Ms. Zona received her J.D. from the
University of Michigan Law School, where she was awarded the Jane
L. Mixer Award for Social Justice.

2003-05 – Elizabeth A. Bryson is a litigator and
appellate attorney. As Associate General Counsel
and then Corporate Vice President of New York Life,
she supervised complex litigation and managed the
privacy, business continuity and crisis management
programs. Earlier, she was in private practice; an attorney for New
York City, and an Intelligence Analyst with the Justice Department in
Washington, D.C. and at the SDNY U.S. Attorney's Office. She was
appointed by former Chief Judge Judith Kaye to the Special
Commission on the Future of the NYS Courts and the Commission on
Public Access to Court Records. She has been an Officer, Director
and Committee Chair of NYWBA and WBASNY, and membership
doubled during her terms as President. This year, she oversaw the

development of our new website, online event registration system,
and automated member notification system. She is a graduate of the
University of Washington and Fordham University Law School. She
and her husband have a grown son. 

2005-2006 – Christina Kallas has served as a
NYWBA Board Member, Executive Director,
Committee Co-Chair (ADR, Technology, International
Women’s Rights) and on the Board of the NYWBA
Foundation. An A/V rated attorney, her law practice
now emphasizes "preventive law" - assisting individuals and busi-
nesses with planning for legal matters affecting the family and its
businesses (such as marriage and remarriage, estate planning, real
estate and other types of asset transfers). She is a trained mediator,
focusing on disputes involving children, and an arbitrator, frequently
of securities disputes, drawing on her experience on Wall Street. A
frequent lecturer on practice management strategies, she is the
author of the NYSBA Deskbook Chapter on “Commercial Real
Estate.” She counts as her most important accomplishments her mar-
riage of more than twenty years to her husband, Xen, and having
helped to raise her stepdaughter, Sara.

2006-2007 – Teresa Schiller has served as an
Officer, Director and Committee Chair of the
NYWBA. She has been a WBASNY Officer since
2007, and in May 2010 she was installed as WBAS-
NY President-Elect for 2010-11. Under WBASNY’s
By-Laws, she will become WBASNY President on June 1, 2011. She
was most recently the manager of pro bono and community programs
for the U.S. Region at Clifford Chance US LLP, and she was previ-
ously a senior litigation associate at the firm. Ms. Schiller clerked for
a federal district judge in Chicago, Illinois, and for a federal appellate
judge in Wilmington, Delaware. She is a graduate of the University of
Chicago Law School.

2007-2008 – Lisa A. Sokoloff is an insurance
defense litigator in the New York office of Sills
Cummis & Gross, P.C. Her practice focuses on labor
law, contractual indemnity, premises liability and sus-
pected fraud cases, and she frequently lectures on
construction accidents. Ms. Sokoloff is celebrating eleven years as a
Special Master in the New York Supreme Court, where she currently
assists Hon. Richard Lowe III in a Commercial Part. She received her
J.D. from Boston University School of Law and her A.B. from Vassar
College. In addition to serving as President, Ms. Sokoloff has been a
Committee Chair, Director, Vice President and WBASNY Delegate.
She developed many popular NYWBA programs, including the Tours
of the Courthouse, the annual Appellate Practice CLE, and the Lunch
with a Judge events. She is a past President of the Jewish Lawyers
Guild, a current member of the JALBCA Board, and an active mem-
ber of the Kings County Inns of Court.

2008-2009 – Jo Ann Douglas is a matrimonial and
family law practitioner representing children and
adults from all cultures and communities in various
proceedings.  Additionally, she often appears in
guardianship matters in all roles, and conducts medi-
ation in family law matters as well.  Currently a member of the
NYWBA Board of Directors, she has been active in the organization
since early on in her legal career.  Preparing and presenting CLE pro-



grams for NYWBA, for WBASNY, and for the First and Second
Departments, as well as writing articles for the New York Law Journal

and Family Law Monthly, Ms. Douglas has focused on parenting
issues and the representation of children. In fact, her own accom-
plished daughter, Sara, deserves much of the credit for focusing her
mother's career on parenting issues and the representation of chil-
dren, for whom they are now both indefatigable advocates.   With the
tireless commitment of a wonderful group of volunteers, Ms. Douglas
runs K9Kastle Corp., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to animal
rescue, rehab and rehoming. 

2009-2010 – Donna M. Praiss graduated from
Boston University School of Law after receiving a
bachelor degree in Chemical Engineering from the
University of Delaware. She specializes in intellec-
tual property law, with an emphasis on procuring,
licensing, enforcing and defending patent rights for major players in
the chemical, pharmaceutical, biotech, and medical device indus-
tries. She joined Kenyon & Kenyon upon receiving her law degree
and in 1997 became the first female associate elevated to the part-
nership. She was a founder of the intellectual property group in the
NY office of Hunton & Williams. She is currently Of Counsel at
Michelman & Robinson and serves on the Advisory Board of Breast
Cancer Alliance. As Co-Chair of the Committee to Advance the
Status of Women in the Profession, she was a leader on our survey
on the status of women attorneys at Manhattan law firms. She and
her husband have four children.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Under the NYWBA By-Laws, the Advisory Council includes all mem-

bers in good standing who served as Presidents of the Association

or who served on the Board of Directors for 15 or more years. We are

pleased to honor the following distinguished members, who may not

have held the title of President, but who have made extraordinary

contributions to the Association.

Hon. Sheri Roman is an Associate Justice of the Appellate Division,
Second Department, and was a Queens County
Supreme Court Justice for 14 years. At the Bronx
DA’s Office, she was Chief of the Major Offense
Bureau, Acting Chief of the Homicide Bureau, Chief
of the Litigation Training Bureau, and in the Appeals
Bureau. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of SUNY Buffalo, she received
her LL.M. in Criminal Justice from NYU and J.D. from Georgetown.
She served on the NYWBA Board as a Director and Vice President
and chaired the Judiciary and Criminal Law Committees. She has
been active in other bar and civic organizations, including the
National Association of Women Judges (VP, Secretary); NYS
Association of Women Judges (VP; Chair, Law School Outreach);
the Samuel Field YM-YWHA (Board); Queens County Women's Bar
Association; NYC Supreme Court Justices Association (Director,
Corresponding Secretary); Criminal Court Judges Association (VP);
NYC Criminal Court Bias Committee; and Queens County Gender
Fairness Committee (Chair). Justice Roman is married and has two
children. 

Hon. Felice K. Shea is a retired Justice of the
Supreme Court of New York State. She served as a
NYWBA Vice President, a member of its Board of
Directors for 17 years, and as an active member and
Chair of Association Committees. Before election to
the bench, she spent 11 years as a Staff Attorney and Assistant
Attorney-in-Charge of the Harlem Branch of the Legal Aid Society.
After retirement, she returned to Legal Aid as a volunteer in the
Juvenile Rights Division representing children in the Family Court.
She is a former member of the New York State Commission on
Judicial Conduct. She is currently a member of the Mayor's Advisory
Committee on the Judiciary, a trustee of Montefiore Hospital, a mem-
ber of the board of The Correctional Association of New York, and a
member of the Board of Visitors of Columbia Law School. 

Hon. Laura E. Drager is an Acting Supreme Court
Justice, presiding over matrimonial actions in NY
County. She was appointed to the Criminal Court in
1987. Previously, she was Chief of the Rackets
Bureau for the Kings County DA's Office, an
Assistant DA in the trial division and sex crimes unit of the NY County
DA's Office, and an associate at Proskauer Rose. She is an adjunct
professor at New York Law School and frequently lectures on divorce
law, domestic violence and criminal law. She was principal author of
“The Paper Shield: Orders of Protection in the New York City
Criminal Court.” She chaired the NY Criminal Court Committee on
Domestic Violence for ten years. She is a member of the Advisory
Group to the NYS and Federal Judicial Council and the Mental
Health Professional Screening Committee for the First and Second
Departments. She is the proud recipient of the NYWBA Doris S.
Hoffman Award. She is married and has one son.

Marjorie Martin is an Administrative Law Judge for
the NYS Traffic Violations Bureau. Prior to taking her
current position, she worked at a major international
bank, had a solo practice, was of counsel to a small
international firm, and was on the full time faculty of
Fordham Law School. An active member of the NYWBA for many
years, she has served as Recording Secretary, Director, Delegate to
the WBASNY Board, NYWBA representative on the WBASNY
Awards and Nominations Committees, and as a member of the
NYWBA International Law and Technology Committees. She joined
the Advisory Council in 2009. She appreciates the doors that have
been opened to her through the NYWBA, including service on the
First Department’s Character and Fitness Committee. She has
donated time to the organization Women in Need and has volun-
teered at the NY Lighthouse for the Blind and at Volunteer Lawyers
for the Arts. 



NYWBA'S FIRST 75 YEARS ~ SEEKING THE 
FAIR AND EQUAL ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

As can be seen from the profiles of our Founders, Presidents and Advisory Council members, the NYWBA has an incredibly rich

and vibrant history.  During the 75th Anniversary Dinner, the NYWBA will debut a special slide show with many photographs

and documents from our first 75 years.  This and other information about our history will be available in a special new section

on our website (www.nywba.org/History). We are dedicated to remembering and honoring our history, and we would love to see

additional articles, photos, documents, and other archival materials from our members and friends.  Please contact the NYWBA

at History@nywba.org or 212-490-8202 if you have any historic photos, memorabilia or other archival materials.

NYWBA is Formed (1934-1935) - The New York Women's Bar Association was formed in
1934 after several of our founders were denied membership by the New York City Bar
Association.  When Hilda G. Schwartz (later Judge Schwartz) applied, she was turned down
and told, "We have no restroom facilities for women." Our 1935 Certificate of Incorporation,
filed on Ms. Schwartz's blue backs, contained all of the provisions found in the City Bar's
Certificate, including all of the "purpose" provisions of a full service bar association - with a
single additional provision, which reads, "To define and elevate the status of women."

"Men-Only" Bar Associations 

Begin to See the Light (1937) 

In 1937, the New York City Bar allowed the NYWBA to hold its
second reception at its building, and more than 200 women gath-
ered for a triumphant celebration of the first time in sixty-eight
years when women were allowed in that facility on equal terms
with men. The following May, the City Bar voted to accept women
members, and then-President Stein expressed the hope that
"other bar associations which still stubbornly keep out a large
group of lawyers because of their sex will do likewise."  Many of
our Founders were among the first group of thirteen women
sworn in as City Bar members.

Seeking Parity in Judicial Appointments

On May 18, 1947, during the NYWBA annual luncheon,

Magistrate Anna M. Kross charged that there was discrimi-

nation against women lawyers in the courts of this area. A

New York Times article quoted Magistrate Kross: "There has

never been a woman on the Federal district court bench," she

said, "or the surrogate's court. Surely the latter, which was

formerly known as the court for widows and orphans, is a

place where women would be ideally suited to hold office."

She added that in Queens County there never has been a

woman lawyer on the court bench or in the district attorney's

office. Additionally, it was reported that a nation-wide com-

mittee had been formed to fight for the principle of jury serv-

ice for women in all states on an equal basis with men - in

fourteen states, women cannot serve on juries and in fifteen

others the right to serve is optional.

Three of NYWBA's Founders: Lillian Kooperstein, 

Hilda G. Schertz and Florence Perlow ShientagNYWBA's First Membership Reception (1936)

The NYWBA held its first annual reception on May 25,

1936, welcoming 50 new women lawyers. The event was

at the George Washington Hotel, as women were then not

welcome at any bar association facilities.

During World War II, the NYWBA was very active.  Among other

accomplishments, it started a legal clinic for military personnel and

their families who could not afford counsel, and it worked with other

bar associations to provide legal advice on complex legal issues

caused by the war.  Demand for the legal clinic was so great that its

hours were expanded to be includes Saturdays and evenings.

NYWBA Past Presidents, including Lillian Kooperstein, Isabel Joffe,

Judge Florence Perlow Shientag, Frieda Lorber, and other NYWBA colleagues, circa 1942

Although she graduated near the top of her class at

NYU Law School, Fannie Klein was told in 1942 by a

prospective (male) employer, "The boys are away at

war, and we're scraping the bottom of the barrel."  Ms.

Klein went on to become an accomplished litigator and

expert on court reform, the first female Professor at NYU

Law School, and a President of the NYWBA.



NYWBA Silver Anniversary Luncheon, May 1959 - Hon. Beatrice Cass, Hon. Anna Kross, incoming

President Lucille M. Gannon, Norah K. Donovan (past President, 1953-55), outgoing President, Norma Z.

Paige, Hon. Margaret M.J. Mangan, and Hon. Justine Wise Polier (l-r).  

(The woman on the far right and the women in the foreground are not identified)

NYWBA on Domestic Violence

The NYWBA co-sponsored the Second Annual Conference on the

Legal Rights of Battered Women in 1982. Participants represented

thirteen counties and included assistant district attorneys, legal

services and legal aid attorneys, law students, probation officers,

social workers, and volunteers in shelters and on hotlines for bat-

tered women. Throughout the 1980's, when clinics or other pro-

grams for battered women were practically nonexistent, the

Association continued to train attorneys to provide these services,

often pro bono.  The NYWBA and WBASNY have been leaders on

the issue of domestic violence for decades.

The NYWBA was the major force behind the
decision to establish the Women's Bar
Association of the State of New York in 1980.
NYWBA Past President Joan Ellenbogen was
WBASNY's first President, and many NYWBA
members have served as WBASNY Presidents,
Officers and Directors.

NYWBA hosts Annual WBASNY Convention in Washington, D.C. (2000) - Seated (l-r): Past Presidents Angela Tese-Milner, Barbara Ryan, Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, and past

Presidents of both NYWBA and WBASNY Myrna Felder, Joan Ellenbogen, and Martha E. Gifford. First standing row: Elizabeth Bryson (Convention Chair, later President), Myra Freed, Naomi Sheiner, Ann Pincess

Berman, Hon. Patricia Nuñez (Convention Co-Chair), Tina Sernick (Convention Co-Chair), Lori Segal Oppenheimer, Sandra Modell Hirsch, Lisa Sokoloff (later President), Toby Pilsner(past President), Marian

Burnbaum. Back row: Hon. Barbara Jaffe, Kay Marmorek, Gerry Fifer, Marjorie Martin, Lisa Bauer, Heather Martínez Zona (later President), Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler, Marcia Goldstein (past President), Christine

Harman, Karen Greve Milton (then President). 

May 12, 1956 22nd Annual Luncheon, New York Women’s Bar Assocation

At the 2010 WBASNY Convention (May 21, 2010), Hon. Arlene Hahn presents

WBASNY's inaugural Judith S. Kaye Access to Justice Award to 

Hon. Jacqueline W. Silberman, former Statewide Administrative Judge for

Matrimonial Matters and long-time member of the NYWBA Board of Directors



JALBCA (1992) - The Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert is an important part of the Association's history.

It was formed in 1992 by lawyers and judges who wanted to focus the legal community's response to the breast

cancer epidemic among women and to provide information and resources to women in the community. This com-

mitment continues to this day, with NYWBA members serving as JALBCA Co-Presidents, on the JALBCA Board,

and as JALBCA project leaders.

NYWBA Past Presidents Beth Bryson, Mikki Golar and Barbara Ryan, then-NY Chief Judge Judith Kaye and 

WBASNY President Mindy Zlogatura at JALBCA's Annual Symposium on Breast Cancer Issues, October 2004

Passing the Gavel

Presentation of the Lillian Kooperstein gavel, passed from President to President

since 1941, to incoming President Edith L. Fisch on May 23, 1970.

2009-2010 President Donna M. Praiss presents the Lillian M. Kooperstein 

gavel to President-Elect Gretchen Beall Schumann.  

NYWBA & WBASNY Past Presidents and Representatives at NYWBA 70th Anniversary Gala (2005).  (Everyone in photo was an NYWBA President unless otherwise indicated) 

Seated first row (l-r):  Myrna Felder (NYWBA and WBASNY), Beverly Gross, Mortimer Lorber (for Frieda Levin Lorber), Joan Eisman (for Julia Perles), Mary Cowell Ross, Norma Z. Paige, Esther Willison (for

Fannie Klein), Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin; Seated second row (l-r): John Schwartz (for Hon. Hilda Schwartz), Hon. Deborah Kooperstein (for Lillian Kooperstein, Marcia Goldstein, Andrea Hyde, Diane Wilner,

Hon. Karla Moskowitz, Irene Sullivan, Madeline Stoller; Standing (l-r): Sheila Birnbaum, Nancy Louden, Anne T. Schwab, Harriet Newman Cohen, Diane Abeloff, Stephen Hoffman (for Doris S. Hoffman), Martha

L. Golar, Bobbi Sternheim, Hon. Andrea Phoenix (WBASNY), Susan Bender (WBASNY), Martha E. Gifford (NYWBA and WBASNY), Mindy Zlotogura (WBASNY), Christina Kallas, Laurie Berke-Weiss, Anthony

Gair (for Harriet Gair), Barbara Ryan, Angela Tese-Milner, Phyllis Koffman, Heather Martinez Zona, Elizabeth A. Bryson

For more information on the NYWBA's history, go to www.nywba.org/History.
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WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION

ON CELEBRATING 75 YEARS

AND TO OUR PARTNERS

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN

ON HER INSTALLATION AS PRESIDENT OF
THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION 2010-2011

AND

HARRIET NEWMAN COHEN

PAST PRESIDENT OF
THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION

1985-1986

WE ALSO CONGRATULATE

HON. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

ON RECEIVING

THE PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL AWARD

COHEN HENNESSEY BIENSTOCK & RABIN P.C.

11 WEST 42ND STREET, 19TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NEW YORK  10036

TEL. (212) 575-0007   FAX (212) 764-3925

AND

445 HAMILTON AVENUE, SUITE 604
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK  10601

TEL. (914) 683-3519   FAX (914) 428-1660
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CONGRATULATIONS

to

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN,

OUR NEW PRESIDENT,

to 

Hon. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

OUR PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL AWARD HONOREE

to

Hon. JACQUELINE W. SILBERMANN,

ON HER RECEIPT OF WBASNY’S INAUGURAL

JUDITH S. KAYE ACCESS TO JUSTICE AWARD,

to

PATRICIA ANN GRANT 

and her 
DINNER AND AUCTION COMMITTEES

and to

DONNA PRAISS

and 
THE NYWBA

FOR A WONDER-FILLED YEAR
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Congratulations to DONNA M. PRAISS on her 

exemplary year as NYWBA President and to all of 

the 2009-2010 Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs.

Very best wishes for the coming year to 

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN on her installation 

as President and to all of the incoming Officers & Directors.

Congratulations to the HON. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER,

Justice of the Supreme Court, Administrative Judge for 

Civil Matters in New York County, and Member of the 

NYWBA Board of Directors, as she deservedly receives 

THE PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL AWARD.

Congratulations to TERESA SCHILLER

on being elected and installed as 2010-2011 President-Elect 

of the Women's Bar Association of the State of New York.

Many thanks to PATRICIA ANN GRANT, JO ANN DOUGLAS, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KAREN LU, and the 

DINNER COMMITTEE for this wonderful evening.

As we celebrate our first 75 years, I find great inspiration for the future in the 

wisdom of the incomparable Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, from our memories 

of the amazing Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, and from the words and actions 

of our remarkable Founders, Past Presidents, Officers, Directors, Advisory Council, 

Committee Chairs and members, who make the NYWBA so extraordinary. 

Elizabeth A. Bryson

NYWBA Past President 

(2003-2005)
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AARONSON RAPPAPORT

FEINSTEIN & DEUTSCH, LLP

Attorneys to the Healthcare Profession

757 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10017

(212) 593-6700

www.arfd.com
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In celebration of the

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION

and its dedicated officers, past and present, exemplified by

DONNA PRAISS and GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN

In honor of

HON. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

Administrative Judge for Civil Matters, New York County,

much deserving recipient of the President's Special Award

In remembrance of

HON. FLORENCE PERLOW SHIENTAG

One of our inspiring founding members

Betty Weinberg Ellerin

Alston & Bird LLP

90 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10016

212.210.9424



THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR

ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION, INC.

Congratulates 

HON. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

Recipient of the President's Special Award

And Remembers With Fondness

HON. FLORENCE PERLOW SHIENTAG

Founder, Past President and Benefactor

Thank You to

DONNA M. PRAISS

and

Best Wishes to

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN

and the Officers and Directors of the NYWBA

The New York Women's Bar Association Foundation, Inc. is a Section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable 

organization whose mission is: (I) to eliminate gender bias and other forms of discrimination from the

legal system and legal profession, (2) to promote the social and economic equality, safety and well being 

of women and children, and (3) to address the unmet legal needs of women and children.

The Foundation welcomes your support.

Board of Directors

Advisory Board

Karen M. Mitchell, President

Martha E. Gifford, Vice President

Christine Sebourn, Treasurer

Marian C. Burnbaum, Secretary

Laurie Berke-Weiss

Diana G. Browne

Amy Foote

Christina Kallas

Marilyn C. Kunstler              

Katherine B. Posner

Tamara Stephen

Anahid M. Ugurlayan

Donna M. Praiss, ex officio

Ida Abbott

Gina S. Anderson

Kathleen Brady

Myrna Felder

Nicole Gordon

Meryl Kaynard 

Kathryn J. Rodgers

Carol Schrager

Susan Tiefenbrun
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As We Honor

Justice Sherry Klein Heitler

and our incoming and outgoing

President

Officers and Board Members

our thoughts are of the late

Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag

Founder of the New York Women’s Bar Association

75 years ago

and devoted champion and advocate

for all we have stood for

in the years that followed

Myrna Felder



Happy 75th Anniversary to the NYWBA!

With admiration for our honoree and Board member, 
Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler

With fondest memories of our legendary founder, 
Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag

Congratulations to Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann 
on receiving the first annual Judith S. Kaye

Access to Justice Award from WBASNY

With appreciation for our outgoing president, 
Donna M. Praiss

All the best to Gretchen Beall Schumann 
and my fellow Board members for the year ahead

…and many thanks to our Dinner Committee 
for all their hard work

Myra L. Freed, Esq.
521 Fifth Avenue, 31st Floor

New York, NY 10175
212-889-7184

Matrimonial & Family Law









CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

THIS YEAR'S HONOREES, 

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN ON HER 

INSTALLATION AS PRESIDENT

and the 

2010-2011 NYWBA OFFICERS and DIRECTORS 

FOR THEIR DEDICATION TO 

THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION.

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK!

JULIE HYMAN, ESQ.

(347) 449-6398





YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, LADIES

Congratulations to the

New York Women's Bar Association
For 75 Years of Distinguished Service

To my good friend

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
A Tireless Advocate for Women's Issues

And to my wife and in-house counsel

Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler
Recipient of the

President's Special Award

A well deserved honor

With Great Admiration

Dean J. Heitler



LAW OFFICES

of

BRAATEN & PASCARELLA,  L.L.C.

Proudly Supports The

New York Women's Bar Association  

75th Anniversary Gala

We congratulate the 

Honorable Sherry Klein Heitler 
as this year's 

President's Special Award Honoree

Lisa Pascarella, Esq.

Stephanie Divita, Esq.
2430 ROUTE 34

P.O. BOX 648

MANASQUAN, NEW JERSEY 08736

TEL: (732) 528-8888

FAX: (732) 528-4445

_________________________

e-mail - lp@pehli.com





!"#$%&'()*#+,*--.#/0*(1#2*('0*-#3#
45-6*&'#)"17-5'%05'("1&#518#7-*5'#',519&#

:"-#."%-#:-(*18&,(;#518#."%-#&%;;"-'
":#<"6*1#05<.*-&#518#=%87*&

518#":#',*#4"6*1>&#?5-#@&&")(5'("1A#
518#:"-#."%-#)"66('6*1'#'"#=%&'()*B

C"17-5'%05'("1&A#<(',#D*&'#<(&,*&
518#6.#&%;;"-'#'"#E-*'),*1#?*500#+),%6511#518

500#',*#FGHG3FGHH#"::()*-&#518#8(-*)'"-&B

!"#I"115#J-5(&&A#FGGK3FGHG#J-*&(8*1'#3
!,519#."%#:"-#."%-#8*L"'("1#'"#',*#58L51)*6*1'#":#<"6*1#
(1#',*#;-":*&&("1A#)5--(*8#"%'#<(',#7-5)*#518#7""8#,%6"-B

M1#-*6*6D-51)*#":#N0"-*1)*#J*-0"<#+,(*1'57A#:"%18*-A#
8*5-#:-(*18#518#6*1'"-B#+,*#(1:0%*1)*8#',*#*1'(-*#,(&'"-.#
":#',*#OP4?@B#+,*#50<5.&#-*6(18*8#%&#',5'#)"00*7(50('.#
518#8*L"'("1#'"#',*#(1'*-*&'&#":#<"6*1#5-*#)-('()50#
:"-#"%-#;-"7-*&&#5&#(18(L(8%50&#518#5&#5#;-":*&&("1B##

+,*#<5&#%1(Q%*A#5#-"0*#6"8*0#":#&'.0*A#L(&("1#518#7-*5'
(1'*00(7*1)*B##4*#<*-*#;-":"%180.#:"-'%15'*#'"#91"<#,*-B

R5-',5#SB#E(::"-8
OP4?@#J-*&(8*1'A#HKKT3HKKU





The Matrimonial and Family Law Committee

of the 

New York Women's Bar Association

proudly congratulates

JUSTICE SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

on her receipt of the 

President's Special Award

and 

GRETCHEN BEALL SCHUMANN

on her installation as President.

We're so pleased to see two of our own being duly

recognized for their abilities and accomplishments.

!"#$%&'()*+,)&-$&,.$/&*)-0$1&2$3+**)''##

4()&,&$5#,,#06$3+73"&)(

8+9")#$:&;+<)6$3+73"&)(6$%&'()*+,)&-$%&''#(=

>+,?$@,.(#&$%&=#-06$3+73"&)(6$/&*)-0$3+A('



!"#$%&'()&'*"#+

',-"./-0.1234-"./-!,567857-*569:/87:,5;

</,=->,./-81,/:52-678??4

@3AA>4-B8A4-',=-851-%,C3/78



Congratulations to the 

Honorable Sherry Klein Heitler

and 
Warmest Wishes for a great year to

Gretchen Beall Schumann 

and 
Congratulations and Thanks to

Patricia Ann Grant
for her leadership in organizing this event

Parmet & Greenblatt LLC
Wendy J. Parmet
Elysa Greenblatt

Nicole C. Fitzgerald

Congratulations

to all tonight's

OUTSTANDING HONOREES

each of whom has done so much

for the advancement of women

and the practice of law

Best wishes to the New Officers, New Board

and the New York Women's Bar Association

Law Office of Adria S. Hillman

Elise A. Bloustein

Helaine Hausner

Adria S. Hillman

41 East 57th Street, 34th Floor

New York, NY l0022

(212) 593-5223



SEGAL & GREENBERG LLP

Salutes the Life and Work of

Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag

and

The Continuing Careers of Commitment and Impact

of 

Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler

and

Gretchen Beall Schumann

Philip C. Segal

Margery A. Greenberg

William R. Dalsimer

Louise Gruner Gans

Natalia M. Jonusas

Stephen M. Latimer

179 Franklin Street, New York, New York 10013

212.297.0503 www.segal-greenberg.com



CONGRATULATIONS TO HON. SHERRY KLEIN HEITLER

George Borrow could have been writing about you when he observed the following:

“The law is a profession which abounds with honourable [people]…

Most honourable [people] I have known have been lawyers; they were [people] 

whose word was their bond, and who would have preferred ruin to breaking it.”

Philip Sherwood Greenhaus

OUR HONOREES AND OUR INCOMING AND OUTGOING OFFICERS

AND DIRECTORS HAVE PROVIDED US AND CONTINUE TO

PROVIDE US WITH ROLE MODELS, TRADITIONS AND LEGACIES

WELL WORTHY OF EMULATION.

GREAT THANKS ARE DUE TO ALL OF THEM.

…AND IN MEMORY OF RHONDA COPELON, TIRELESS FIGHTER

FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS THE WORLD OVER.

_______________________

Law Offices of Susan Y. Kunstler
355 South End Avenue, Suite 21F

New York, New York  10280
Tel. (212) 945-4190   Fax (212) 432-0852

SPECIALIZING IN MATRIMONIAL and FAMILY LAW;
CONSULTANT TO THE PROFESSION;

ANALYSIS AND ORGANIZATION OF FINANCIAL DATA AND DOCUMENTS
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THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION

2009-2010

OFFICERS
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donna M. Praiss

Vice Presidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Beall Schumann

Catherine M. Foti

Carla P. Vogel

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julie Hyman

Recording Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bonnie Cohen-Gallet

Corresponding Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kelly O'Neill Levy

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Karen Lu

NYWBA DELEGATES TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

WBASNY VICE PRESIDENT

Teresa Schiller

(NYWBA Past President)

Yacine Barry

Leona Beane

Jane Bevans

Elizabeth A. Bryson 

Dawn M. Cardi

Jo Ann Douglas

Hon. Laura E. Drager

Myra L. Freed

Hon. Phyllis Gangel-Jacob

Patricia Ann Grant

Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler

Randi S. Isaacs

Kay Marmorek

Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli

Susan M. Moss

Cassandra M. Porter

Amy Saltzman

Teresa Schiller

Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann

Lisa A. Sokoloff

Andrea Vacca

Susan L. Bender

Jane Bevans

Elizabeth A. Bryson

Dawn M. Cardi

Jo Ann Douglast

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin

Marjorie Martin

Amy Saltzman

Gretchen Beall Schumann

Lisa A. Sokoloff



COMMITTEES (2009-2010)

STANDING COMMITTEES

By-Laws & Amendments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elizabeth A. Bryson

Cooperation with Other Bar Associations (including local bar

associations, NCWBA, National Association of Women Lawyers, and 

ABA Commission on Women) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kelly O'Neill Levy

Employment and Equal Opportunity for Women  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Felice B. Ekelman

Louis Pechman

Legislation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jane Bevans 

Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heather K. Leifer

Jessica A. Ventarola

Professional Ethics and Discipline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hon. Barbara Jaffe 

Sarah Diane McShea

Programs, Events and Arrangements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Diana G. Browne

Patricia A. Grant

Jo Ann Douglas

Publicity/Press  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tamara Lannin

Allison P. Lurin

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Advance the Status of Women in the Profession  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brenda Pomerance

Rachel J. Minter

Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andrea Vacca 

Leone Beane

Awards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amy Saltzman

Business Law, Taxation and Bankruptcy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cassandra Porter 

Monique McClure

Children's Rights and Issues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Denise Scotto  

Continuing Legal Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yacine Barry 

Criminal Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Isiris Isaac 

Domestic Violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amanda Norejko

Laura A. Russell  

Elder Law and Disabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Miriam Davidson

Kay Marmorek  

Intellectual Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maria Palmese

Dana Kaplan Richter  

Marylee Jenkins (Advisor and NYIPLA Liaison)  

International Law and Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christa M. Bosch

Rebecca Adams Hollis  

Litigation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kathy M. Lynch

Marni Rae Robin 

Long Range Planning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elizabeth A. Bryson

Myra L. Freed  

Matrimonial and Family Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Briana Denney

Sophie Jacobi  

Hon. Andrea Masley

Mentoring & Mentoring Circles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andrea Vacca

Randy L. Shapiro  

Newsletter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Carla P. Vogel

Anahid ("Annie") Ugurlayan  

Privacy & Cyberlaw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Patrice S. Ettinger 

Solo and Small Firm Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Deborah G. Rosenthal

Gina Danetti  

Students and New Lawyers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stephanie M. Adduci

Jane CoCo Cowles  

Summer Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cassandra Porter 



Technology and the Internet / Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elizabeth A. Bryson

Theresa Widmann  

Trusts and Estates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Leona Beane

Loretta A. Ippolito  

Working Parents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christine Harman  

NYWBA Delegates to WBASNY Committees 

Advisory Council  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Susan L. Bender

Myrna Felder

Martha E. Gifford

Irene Sullivan  

Amicus Curiae  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elizabeth A. Bryson

Awards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amy Saltzman

By-Laws  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Martha E. Gifford (Co-Chair)

Chapters - Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heather K. Leifer

Jessica A. Ventarola  

Children's Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jo Ann Douglas

Continuing Legal Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yacine Barry 

Criminal Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Isiris Isaac

Diversity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joanne D. Quiñones 

Domestic Violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Amanda Norejko

Laura A. Russell  

Employment and Labor Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Felice B. Ekelman

Louis Pechman  

Equal Opportunity in the Profession  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brenda Pomerance

Rachel J. Minter  

Family and Matrimonial Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Susan M. Moss

Dawn M. Cardi  

Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Janet I. Cord

Health Issues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara A. Ryan

Intellectual Property  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maria Palmese

Dana Kaplan Richter  

Marylee Jenkins (Advisor and NYIPLA Liaison)  

International Women's Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christa M. Bosch

Rebecca Adams Hollis  

Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Barbara A. Ryan

Lisa A. Sokoloff  

Judiciary/Courts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin

Legislation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jane Bevans

Liaison to Women Judges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin

Long-Range Planning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lisa A. Sokoloff

Janet I. Cord

Nominations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Bender

Susan M. Moss

Elizabeth A. Bryson  

Press and Public Relations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tamara Lannin

Allison P. Lurin  

Technology/Internet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elizabeth A. Bryson

Theresa Widmann  

Working Parents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christine Harman

NYWBA LIAISONS TO OTHER BAR ASSOCIATIONS & COMMITTEES

Network of Bar Leaders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kelly O'Neill Levy

National Conference of Women's Bar Associations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Annie J. Wang

"Bar None" - Women's Bar Association Leaders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Donna M. Praiss

Julie Hyman

Lawyer Assistance Program NYS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christina Kallas



)*+&%,-."&)*/012&)*32&$4+030562&7+0+89:2&;90982

E$'#.-

)22+

)70#,#$),B+73$=#.;B,.

(#00+$%/--#

(#,$!"@0+,$F67.

(#-.@$(/BB.$G,-#7;/7.

H+,#$(#<+,.5$9.I>

(7+38/73$J#,+;..+,1#$K/7-7+;-.$L/7A>

(7;3B#.-/,#$L0#+,#7.

L+7/0#$!+,#,M+62

L#,-#,,;+0$N/6.#

L0;,;I6#

=#,;.#$?7+,O5$9.I>

=;+2/,3$J#A/7-;,B

=;+,#$(>$P+3@$Q"/#.

R+71@$9;,"/7,5$9.I>

N/,>$(#--@$'#;,M#7B$900#7;,

9</0<#3$9+-;,B

F;8-##,$(#+1/,

F;8-"$Q#+./,$=#.;B,

S+;75$S+;75$L/,+./,5$Q-#;B2+,5$R+14+685

(0//2$T$J6M;,/*;-O

N/,>$K"@00;.$S+,B#0UH+1/M

Q6.+,$?>$S7+,-

N/,>$Q"#77@$?0#;,$N#;-0#7

G,.;B,;+$!;-0#

H#887#@$%#*$&/74

H#887#@$Q-#;,$N+;7$Q+0/,

H#-(06#

H#6,#..#$QA+

H/$R+0/,#

?Q)$)71";-#1-.

P+$S7#,/6;00#

R+0/,#@$T$K/71#00;

%#*$&/74$P+*$H/67,+0

%;,+$R1P#2/7#

K;:;#.$=;3$G-

K7;,-;,B$N/6.#$K7#..

K7/..+B#$R+..+B#$!"#7+A@

J#B#,1@$=#.;B,

J#.$GA.+$L/+1";,B5$PPL

!"#$J;-+$N+O+,$Q+0/,

J;<#7B+-#$V#-#7;,+7@$L0;,;1

Q+7+$=/6B0+.

Q"+7/,#$K+1"6-#

V#;,$!7#+-2#,-$L#,-#7

V#.-+$L/7A/7+-;/,

V;<;:



A Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York

The New York Women's Bar Association, founded in 1934 and incorporated

in 1935, is a non-profit organization devoted to improving the status of women

in society, educating women lawyers and assisting them in professional devel-

opment and advancement, and promoting the fair and equal administration of

justice.  The Association accomplishes these goals through the work of its

committees, the presentation of continuing legal education programs, and the

evaluation of judicial candidates.  Through its affiliation with the Women's Bar

Association of the State of New York, the Association also reviews and com-

ments on proposed legislation and policy initiatives at the state, federal and

international levels that are of concern to women and children. 

Membership in the NYWBA is open to lawyers, judges, law students and law

school graduates awaiting admission.  To join the NYWBA or renew your

membership, you can access our secure online membership form at

www.nywba.org/Membership.  To learn more about the Association, go to our

website at www.nywba.org or call 212-490-8202.   

New York Women’s Bar Association

132 East 43rd Street, #716
The Chrysler Building

New York, NY, 10017-4019
212-490-8202

877-282-1462 (fax)
info@nywba.org
www.nywba.org 


